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Enclosures 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
What You Can Do to Fight Communism 
Christianity Today series 
4-17-61 statement 



J? ntain "? identifiab le information regarding correspondent, 
and editorial ticklers reflect cordial correspondence with ’The Shreveport 
Wlth regard to the quotations on the cover of the publication. 

The. Methodist .Church Gone Mad? ” the fir* quotation attributed to 
ffieDirector was taken from page 12 from the Director’s testimony before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities, March 26 1947 
The other quotation was taken from the middle of page 2 of the copy at the 
“S®*™ remarks on April 22, 1954, before the Continental Congress 
of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. One of the 
enclosures sent in by correspondent mentions Chief Inspector W. C. 
Sullivan, to whom she refers in her letter as an official of the FBI. 
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April 28th. 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Will you please clarify for me your opinion of the 
N. C. C. 6 if you still think that the Churches are being infiltrated 
by the Communists? I left my church (Methodist) two years ago 
because it continued to support their radical Bishops, such as 
Oxnam, 6 the N. C. C. Now they are telling their people that 
an F. B. I. official says "The N. C. C. 6 churches are not 
infiltrated" How can we know what to believe if you tell us one 
thing (samples enclosed) 6 your men say something else - Of 
course they didnt give the officials name but you can ask for it 
6 they would have to tell you or expose their bluff. This should 
be Refuted officially if this isnt'Bo. We need help to clean up 
this & Other abuses such as our Churdhl literature. Thank you 
for giving this your attention. 
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Your letter postmarked May 1, 1961, has heen— 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write id- - 
appreciated. - 25 

^ ? 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI=^ 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as... 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as. to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or^ 
individual. I regret that .1 am unable to help you and bope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. There is no charge for any of the material which this 
Bureau is privileged to distribute to the public. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. \ 
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Sincerely yours, 

OL Edgar Hoovac 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

What i’ou^an^SJVo Fight Communism^ ^ 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion . % ^ 
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Cl ^ med **** grou P 18 communist ctmuXlTo^Muencwt 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) uenc * t 
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Dear Sirs: 

Would you please send me any information concerning 
communist leanings in thg^ National Council of Churc he s of Ch yla t . 
I n t h e U>S»A. Also any ministerial leanings in that direction. 

I would truly appreciate anything you have available on the matter 
and will gladly send any remittance necessary. 

Thank you very much. 





P.S. Do you have anything concerning Baptist leaders? 
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Tour letter r of April 28, 1961, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated. 
In response to your inquiry, my position in this matter has 
d the statement which I furnished in my letter 
is as true today as when I wrote to him on 



to you. 



I hope that this information will be of assistance 



8!ncerely yours, 
Edgar Hoover ^ 



NOTE: The letter to ■[ 
published in a pamphlet. 
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(concerned a statement of the Director's 
ow Red is the Federal Council of Churches 



ational Council 

^^hurchp^^hr iafTNCCCl includes Wits^^nfeeVafaip the leading 
Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, withe 
access to factual data to support their asseijtftns, have claimed this grou 
is communist-controlled or influenced^ r.Tte'FBI,' .Of ‘bourse, has not 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 



April 28, 1961 






Ur. »• 



Ur. T»« 

Ur. TMtrr -—- 

ur-tr-c-aM™* 



Ur. 



On several occasions 



t vears 



written on February 3, 1951 , In reference to the 



National Council of Churches . 



I am aware that this letter was written ten years ago, and I am nj 
therefore Inquiring whether it still represents your attitude. I would not wish U 
to quote you unfairly. / 1 

p I am an official representative of the SjHB Church to the If 

National Council of Churches an d have worked in that organization since its I t 
Inception . ^ \X 

May I say that I am writing to you for my personal Information! > 
I shall not use your reply publicly in any way without your express permission. 



I take it that as a BishdMpf the IHHHBP hurc h I need not add 
that I am in no way a sympathizer with Communism and that I am deeply concerned 
to strengthen our American democracy. 



With kindest regards to you personally, I am 



, / C, 
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The letters from you and your husband 
dated April 23, 1961, have been received. 

/ 

While I would like to be of service, the 0 

FBI, as an investigative agency of the Federal Government, « 

does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
. either that we do or do not have in our files data regarding 
the organizations you mentioned. 

Tour grave concern over communism Is 
understandable, and your desire to learn more about this 
conspiracy is reassuring. My book, "Masters of Deceit," % at 
was Intended as a basic text on this subject, and I am please^ " 
that you have found it useful. I am enclosing some literature |*» 
which may be of interest to you. m r \ 
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Sincerely yours, 
0. Edgar Hoover 
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• iGommunist^ljbfsion 4msLDemocratic Reality 
Communist MenhiieayRed Goals and Christian Ideals 
4-17-01 Statement 7 . if -/ - i 
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NOTE: Buf lies' contain no information identifiable with correspondents. 



( continued next page) 

TCIXTm WOT CD 

CJH:mem (3) 






r 



V 




NOTE: continued 




churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access 
to factual data to support their assertions, haveclaimed this group is 
communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 



April 23, 1961 



Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
e/o Justice Department 
'Washington, D.C. 

War Ur* Hoovers 



Hr. Tf>Uon__ 

f ir. Paraoaa— 

Ir. 



Mr. 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Ittbimtk 
Mr. grai — 

Mr. Makaa 

Mr. 

Mr. Tard 

Mr. Trottrr 

Mr. W.C JoIUraa 
Ttl*. gnom 



Are our honest, well-meaning, sincere ministers be i r 

tQT thc ffiatlonal Council of Churches? | wm Casdr— 

Can the John Birch Society be so dangerous to our Tray of ** 
government that it requires more watching at this time than 
communism? 

^ certainly don*t think so and I wish our ministers didn't! 

1 like to relax and have^ faith in the National Council 

of Churches, but I'm afraid to! Is the council Infiltrated 
by cocmunists? 



I am learning much from your "Masters of Deceit"* 



Sincerely, 



l« MAY 8 1951 
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“ r * Jm Wgar Hoove* Director 
^ The Justice Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover* 
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MJ be eubverteSr P ” h ch our «™i>try is founded 

Because of thl^I .ould like * Mk you 

1. Recently the National Councils Churches h« 
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Tour letter of May 1, 1061, has been received, 
•nd the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope th p t 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 

we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 




Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours. 



* 5 - 1961 

COMM-FBI 




Jl* Edgar Hoowc 

John Edgar Hoover 

. Director 
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Commudist Illusion and Democratic Realit 
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Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir - 

_ „ , I am writing you in regarding the National 

Coun cil of Ch urche s.. Our church denomination is a 
Member oITKis organization, and recently I have heard 
it isn’t much more than a front for communism. 



We certainly do not want to help the communists 
spread their Anti- God literature, so will you please give me 
any information you can about this so called religious organization. 
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Dear 

Jour letter of May 2, 1861, has been recclred, 
*“ d tt » lntere»t which prompted you to writ* U appreciated. 

r 

t i 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and. as 
such, does not m a ke evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
wedonot have data in our files relating to the subject o t your 

Enclosed is some literature dialing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest* 

CC 

Sincerely yours. 



t Y _ 1 | Director 
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4-17-61 Internal Security Statement « > 
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X Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles 
The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 

5t Se 5S IIS V haire clai “ ed ma ^ rou P communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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TVr. ; rr c' ntly contributing to tnt !: rtlor.t.l 7our.cll of 
2^. TQ- r. - -1 7 acre :.r« reve rc.j. oro^r: ns el'en ok/ on the r:cio 
• --re .ro/le- : re rllo' fO to c;. 11 Ir. t.r.c c;.-re*s o/ir.lor.s. 

* < o^if-, or. sever? 1 occasions hire strongly inrir.u: ted 
t:.« t t*j£ or~- s-lout • or. Is Co.— ur.ist lr.flltrt.te a. "oulcJ It 
1 c : orritlc to ott .ir. /our o/lnior. nfcout tr.is situation? 

I c*f rt ir.ly '.o r.ot ^isivto contribute to tcy orgcnirttlon 
t:v:t h : s ; r.ytr.ing to Co ?i th ,Con-unis.2. 



Yours truly. 
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♦ft tti 9 ir * Your letter of April 24, 1061, has been received, aBjwaifr 
to t h a nk you for your best wishes. ^ ^ 



•X 



? am B i 9/ r*« . 7116 “ otlve f promoting your writing me are appreciated 
I am glad to know of your interest in combating communism. Enclosed!? 
material available for general distribution by the FBI along such line ? which 
you may lind pertinent at this time. 
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< ' Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictly an 

investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to answer 
your specific Inquiry, and I hope you will not infer in this connection either 
nanmcT *° °* *° *** **** lnformatlon to our Ales relating to the group you 

««rw~^r iv ^f espo ? se to toe ®«cond question you have raised, the film. 
Operation Abolition," is sponsored and distributed by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, and the FBI took no part in its preparation. I 
have not, therefore, as a matter of policy, made any comment relative to its 
cements.*- May I suggest that you consider contacting the Committee directly 
to this connection in Room 225, Old House Office Building. Washington 25. 
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_ res (4) Director's Statement 4-17-61 

— Wh a t You Can Do To Fight Communism 
e— _ Communism: Bitter enemy of Religio: 

Sl T — Sey les f ^ n ^Ckristianity Today { 



Sincerely yours, 
^ Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buflles. The National 
Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership 
the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of 
the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions 
have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced The * 
FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) ‘ 
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April 24, 1961 



Vt» J • Edgar Hoover 

pept. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Vashingt an , D.C. 

Dear I’r. Hoover: 

It is with great difficulty I write this letter •• Tt 4 . 

tTo h “ a out of gree t^cocoem. 18 ! 

asllv Vot recelve “ 8 E7. nany SUSS letters, 

tL^2f£ lD ? s *-" B ? eeuBe of »“• great cmcetE to? Hr 
beloved com try, and our way of life, 

L^ v 8 £h^ i ?J r !; S I ed ' 80(3 angry, that we have so many people 
7J 0 nnd cler S7 and Churches so vulnerable; An® 
since it seeos that one can get away with drawing blood - * 

f s °n? e h r J?f e8 up "? e Pi^ing^away at the wS£d m til? thire 

n ° dealing. Only history will prove tbEm wrong. ^In the 
meantime our people are distressed, cmfussed/fo* in sSme 
^staneesa^^meve wbat is beiAg said. Y'o^reVeST 

a f ne»^e 9 ?Le*^ e ?i iZ rK th8 i a « rea ‘ etragth and 

the Church can arise from all this. Howeve 

S°°tyou find that we are alT lnpat lent? Canyou, uHll 
JP? b ns v;e r some questions for ne? I feel that by 
thi s .ime your answers will be in a mimeographed form as 
cannot answer every ietter personallj? That wlllbe al 

„VorJ "por I f«l «“ £if Joint ?tot 8 yoS^ioriftbe 
i°sVs our dry. ef t f“!^ and 

) d0 7011 heve afl y tiling that wU the accusat 

toat so many members of th^ Eat lonS ** 

' MOwST K’.SSh t !C0 18 8 

testSat ^oup f . W ^ 1 “ 8 “ ecl,er * 18 8 «enber of this pros 

? Second, Ttf.ll you tell me whether or not Operation Abolitio 
Is a documented film, and/by whom. Did you tndoma the fil 

if so, 

; ^ uesti0D8 » over and over, as I serve on th 

\\ hoard of our women* s work. Will lead a diecuaslon *r 

il 8t out Second Quadrennial Asserhly being held at Purdue, in 

n na in J uly»_»_»flteBe hel p me. a .and Cod bless you in you 

work. — 

£ >■ ;-/ Si ncerely 

^4 " 
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5 »orih Harvard Mr! Ccj: 
Jjwood 27, Call! Mr. r« n 

~l 7 *i'fa — 

Mr. MaJ< 



Ur. J. Tuinter killer 
/^iiiietcnt Cesaral Secretary 
^Jh^t tonal Council of thoChi<rcha» of Christ 
475 Iliverailfle I rive * ~ 

lew York 27, *.Y. 

Dear Hr. Hillor, 
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Mr. fimr 
Mr. Tar t 
Mr. Trtui 
Mr. V.-.CJ 
ty*. nooj 
Mr. iagra 
M»» Cam 



Thank you for year latter of Kerch 7 dealing with the stand of year organic- __ 
against the validity of tbs fila "Operation Abolition* and advising against TtT 
shoeing* 



itter 




Ky delay in anseering you results fFon ay personal research on tbs 
Into possession of all possible foots. 

Your council has lnticated that this filn is act based on truth and is 
For your Infor&atlcn, 1 list the folios leg i 

The following persons have stated that the student uprising in San Francisco 
against tbs investigations of the House Cocrlttee on Uh-Averloan Activities vas 
Corarunist directed and Inspired!' Kayor George Christopher of San Franciaoo, J* 
Edgar Hoover, Judge Albert A. Axelrod (presiding Judge at the San Frencieoo stale 
pal court where tboee arrested at the uprising had to appear), Dave Hops, reports 
for tbs Oakland Tribune* 

If that is not enough, seven Baptist ainlstsrs tram the Sen Francisco Bay ar 
were at the actual hearings, and they issued the follaving Joint ststesent whloh 

printed on Cay 17, I960 in the Foothill Baptist Church publication i 
cs 

i 3 £3*...*We sat in tbs rear of the room on s raised pletfora where sc oould-easl 
o (robserve the proceedings, right in tbs aidst of student demonstrators • Re studied 
^bet'eboed carefully for hours and oould easily discern which cere the aaetezuinds 
of thd sob riots. Zt is our certain conviction that this indefensible decans trat 
’'tfgaijait las and order see conceived, planned and directed by s fas hard-core 
7^ Conumist agitators who sere carrying cut their textbock orders on insurrection 
c~> slthi-dassls success****" __ 

Zt is interesting to note that not only did the Foothill Baptist Church issue u-J 
strong oondecnatlen of your council's action in refuting the validity of *Opf£stl 
Abolition" but the centers of tbs First Baptist Church of Sani Francisco voted' for 
withdrawal of their eburoh froa affiliation with your group. ~ v 






55 



Obviously the Rational Council of Churches of Christ is not representing its 
bershlp reputed to his forty villien Protestants of various denominations. In fee 
it is not representing petrlotlo Aseric anoint all, nor is it upholding tbs toreh 
of Christianity which it supposedly resriA&t s hy lr ''teg its suppo rt to athei st! 

*| 3s «•; pi ^ . . /&£ 'iSTTEZf^fe vP ^ 

he sura that thsT publication you eif\Sfl60«Scaf facts ignW- ^J^ints • 
dealing with your stand against "Operation Abolition* sill be' ^scriNC -sty 
Coeaunia^, sad Coc£un5 st-froQt:arghnimst 5 one for rurthsran'*.- -or— thslr gooUTj 

It is to .bOioped and prayed far that every good Christian and patriotic Arerlcsr 
will WttWnrw any present support of your eotmoll. ,\ y ‘ / 

^os' 1 i^\^?ci^?over Yours truly, 
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the concern which prompted your communication. 
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cP% ^ 

I have received your letter of April 19 and appreciate ^ 

— >s~-i — — — — — i — Ai - ^ 

-r ^ 

^ I would like to point out that the FBI is strictly an 

Investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither mat^ 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or i nt egrity 
of* any organization, publication or individual. 

IT- 

In response to the matter you discussed, you may 
able to secure a copy of my book, "Masters of Deceit, " from 
your local library. On pages 324 through 326 you will find a full ? 
discussion of the efforts of the Communist Party, USA, to infiltrated 
religious groups. Our churches have been and will continue to be^* 
Important targets in the over-rail co mmunis t program of endeavoring 
to control all mass-type organizations, and we must remain alert to 
Such efforts to subvert our way of life. ^ ' v ~ 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Uoover 

(SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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Ur. J. Sdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
l.ashin"ton, D.C. 




Several indenendent publications have come 
to my attention which surest the possibility of 
extensive Communist organization within American 
vtiiurci.es. The publications surest that the 
^.citionul Council cl Churches ana several major 
xroteetant denominations have been infiltrated or 
duped by the Communist. 

-r- 

«s a minister of a irotestant Church which 
is a member of the national Council of Churches, 

I would like to know to what extent your office 
feels our American Churches have been infiltrated 
by Communist. Also I would like to know if 1 
have been wrong, in your openion, in thinking that 
the American churches, by in large, are fighting 
Communist ideals. 

I will greatly ar predate any help your 
office can give me in understanding this situation. 



Faithfully yours, 
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to /Director, FBI (IOO-50869) 

: Legat, To Icy o (105-1021) 
subject: CHINESE COMMUNIST INFILTRATION 



date; 4/27/61 



and 3/27/61? T ° [qf0 letters to the Bureau 4/13/60, 7/29/60 
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Tour letter of April 19, 1961, has been received, and 

the interest which prompted you to write Is indeed appreciated. 

# / 

9 

In response to your inquiry, the statement attributed 
to me in your letter is not true. It has always been my firm belief 
that a broad knowledge of the communist conspiracy is essential if- ' 
Americans are to effectively resist its influence. With this in mind, 
the FBI prepared "Commuhist Target— Youth,” which is a de tailed 
account of the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist 
Party, USA, in the California demonstrations. An analysis of Hi<a 
report will show that it does not cast doubt on the motivation or 
loyalty of American youth. It 1s intended rather as urgent encouragement 
to young people to learn the true nature of this malevolent threat and, 
armed with th a t understanding, to resist being duped fa to unlawful and 
unthinking action. 
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In order that you may have full background in this 
I am enclosing a copy of "Communist Target— You^bV" 
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Enclosure 

Communist Target— Youth 
BEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Sincerely yours, 
dEdgat Hoover 







Hoover s- . 

VWt* 



)/ 

u 



S/r 



a W I . • ^ 

$>\ 




Enclosure 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
(100-50869) 
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Dear Kr, Hoover f 



o 



Da a report ty the H fetional Counsll of Churohes . you 
| were quoted ae saying that there was no subversive activity 
connected with the student deoonstrations on May 12. is. and 
14, 1959 in San Fransloo* ' ' 

I We, as interested students, would appreciate a oorrect 
evaluation of the situation* Most souroes have proven to 
be unreliable in reporting the issues and the true nature 

of the events in San Fran si oo* 

/ 

Any information concerning this would be greatly 
appreciated* Thank you* 



Sinoerely yours. 
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April 28, 1961 




Dear 



received. 



Tour letter of April 20, 1961, has been 



no statement reU?y.W^°“ 1 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI, as an Invest! - 
eabve agency of the Federal Government, do not extend 
to furntsilinc evaluations or drawing conclusions ££ 

“ e ,^" cte , r Integrity of any organization. puhUcaUoo 
or individual. Please do not infer, however, inthis 

ofthp C fi° n U f t lMs 18 either a clearanc e or nonclearance 
of the group in question. ^ e 

__ j Enclosed is the material you requested 

and another statement of possible interest to you. i 
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Sincerely yours, 

B. Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures continued 



Internal Security 4-17-61 

J. Hoover's address to the American Legion 1060 
Expose of Soviet Espionage . • 

Communist Target— Youth ; 

Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, DBA 




April 20, 1961 




Uhl ted States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Sirs 

Please send your ■Analysis of the 17th Rational Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA7"J. Edgar Hoover’s address to the American Legion 
I960," "Expose of Soviet. Espionage May I960," ■Communist Target— Touth," 

1 (0 I believe I heard that you have also prepared a vindication of 
the Rational Council of Churches from the accusation of Conounist p 
infiltration. I would be very happy to see this. 

Has your bureau prepared. similar > documents or urged a caution in 
llregard to the extreme right-wing activities as it has about the dangers 
llfrom the far left? 
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Dearl 



received. 



“11 



Tour letter dated April 17, 1061, has been £p 



Ho 



CO 

» 



Although I would like to be of service, the FM ; 
„ atrlctl7 „ investigative agency of the Federal Government 

anto th/character 

ofthe Department of Justice. I regret that lam unable tohelp 
of your Inquiry. 




Sincerely yours 
JL Edgar Horn 



Enclosures (2) Listed next page 



John Edgar Hoover 
^Director 
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NOTE* Correspondent is not Identifiable In Bufile#> The 

’ , . i /nccO includes In its membership .the leading Prot- 

Churches of Chnst (NCLi.) mciuaes u» . ♦hl'rnuncil without 

teitant churches in the country. Various crittt** of toe Ccwncu, 
access to factual data to support their assertions, hav?<laimed Uiis grot 
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Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
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April 17, 1961 

J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B. I. Director . 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



*^ eaUze that this may be highly irregular and 
this may seem trivial to you. B Is of extreme importauee to 
me, and Tm sure, to you too, sir, if you are a Christian. 

, . . . a Christian, I have become much concerned 

f°utj ust yhat is the truth about the so-called findings of the Un- 

a® on , the Nktional Council of Churches of 

ors^oago ^ < * ea ^ on the Air Force Manual a year 

„ 1 *? vc been able to secure some information about 
it, but I realize that the sources of this information may be much 
predjudiced against the N. C. C. C. & W. C. C. C. 

I have always respected you greatly and felt that 
your honesty was above question, therefore I felt that if I was to 
get the truth, it certainly would be from you, sir (Whatever it 
may be ). 



. . H it is possible to secure these reports or any 

information regarding this situation, I would be very much indebt 
to you if you would help me. 

1 4111 especially interested in the members, past and 
°* the N. C. C. C. and the W. C. C. C. etc. who were allegedly 
cited as being a ffili a te d with organizations which are contrary or 

iuhvpyflivn fn #w«w a a. ^ _ 
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. ~ wiuui ate tuuuury or 

subversive to our governme nt an d the American way of life. / 2 
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I have received your letter dated 
April 22, 1961, and your kind coments are 
appreciated* 

-T r 

Your awareness of the dangers of 
communism and your desire to know store about 
organisations to which you lend your support 
are understandable: however. 1 trust you can 
appreciate ay inability to be of assistance in 
this regard* The prescribed functions of the 
FBI as an investigative agency do not permit 
this Bureau to draw conclusions nor sake 



evaluations concerning the character or integrity 
of any organisation. Individual or publication* 
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Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoover 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 




£ 



Tolra 



OeLeocb 



To*wl_ 
Trotter. 
V.C. Sell! 
Tele. Horn* 



7 For a number of years allegations have been 

made by a number of people, including some. clergymen. 

*. ^o : the effect that the National Council oFthe Churches 
t lt/r-p "?’ 10 *' Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated communists. 

. Although we have never conducted an ^nvestigati^h of the 

NCCC, as such, we have kept abreas&Sfef the efforts of 

5} irthe Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) to infiltrate this i^ 4 
— — organization through our over-all investigations of A/ 

— the CPUSA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass- * 

H type organizations. It does not appear from the 

— information we have developed that the CPUSA is 

— dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
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April 22, mi 



Dear Sirs, 

Our church is in quite a controversy nearly to 
.the point of splitting op over the "communism in the 
churches *■ Would you please help us to learn the truth 
about these organizations* Can you give ae documentary 
proof that there are conmunist associated sen in the 
' National Council of Churches f and the same kind of proof 
that communist associated* men helped to translate the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible* Also would like 
! 1° kn®" If this radio preacher Mackintirs and Amen Charlie 

Kollingswood N * J * and ***** African Council of 

({Christian Churches are < - - - 






...... __ completely free of aqy conmunist 

affiliation* Now 1m asking your available proof as we 
have booklets on botncouncils and both claim 



already 
be f 



to 



A 

il 



ree of communism* 



. . . Hoover, as ordinary citizens please accept 
our high praise for your work, and our thanks* I would 
like an answer from you as soon as possible as it may save 
our church* We want to fight this evil communism too but 
to let it break up a church wf ‘ 
right is a bad thing* 
communism then \ 
you so much* 



without real proof of who is 

ng* ,If the National Council is promoting 
will withdraw from that council* Thank 
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RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOURS) 



4-27-61 



Enclosed Is a copy of a letter r eceive d at the Bureau. Too 
are requested to designate an Agent to contact acknowledge his letter, 
and point oat to him that the files of this Bureau are confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and are available 
for official usepuly. Further, the FBI Is an investigative agency of the 
Federal GoveniiWnt and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw 
conclusions is to tim character ortntegrlty of any organization, publication 
or individual. 



Advise him that in view of the above 1 have made no comments 
regarding our having no record of subversive employees of the organization 
about which he Inquired. 




A search of Buflles could not disclose the letter dated 2-2-51 
from me which is mentioned in his communication. 



Furnish the results of your contact to reach the Bureau no 





i a»j j arriTTi i mrrr* w 
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. and advised him that the Director could not 

inject himself into matters of legislation • 



The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in 
the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to 
factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this 
group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, 
has not investigated the NCCC (100-50869). 



Follow-up made for 5-8-61. 
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April 18. 1961 



Mr. Hi 
Mr. Bot 
Mr. Ti 
Mr. Tr 
Mr. W.< 
TtU. B 
Mr. 1 b| 
Mim a 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear sir: 

As you probably know there are many charges and counter- 
charges being bandied about in general terms accusing organisations 
of being Communistic or Facistic: 



7 ^ 



Q Edgar C. Bundy, Churph League of America, has insisted that 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. is infiltrated | 

with Communist subversives, but without naming die specific persons. i 

He recently sent me a purported quote from Richard Arens, Chief I 

Counsel for the House UnAmerican Activities, as follows: 

"Thus far (Jan. 25, I960) the leadership of the National Council | 

of Churchesof America we have found over 100 persons in leadership 1 

capacities with either Communistic front records or records of service ( 

to Communistic Causes." j 

On April 14th, 1961, in Fort Worth, Texas before a convention of 
Disciples of Christ ( Christian Churches) a Mr. WilbarC. Parry, Asst.Genl. i 
Secretary of National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. said'VgfrxS? 1 ! 
bave a letter from J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI dated Feb. 3, 1951, saying d4at * 
lie has no record of any subversive employees of the National Council of Church 
And later confirmation of such statement. " 

Can you confirm or deny either of die above statements ? If so can 
you give me die names of any such persons referred to by Mr. Arens. Mr. Are 
was written April 6th but has not replied. v / - 

«m*b ice- 65 /aa~ Sag 6, ?-& $ 

There seems to be an effort on the part of some organisations to 
destroy die public's faith in their churches and their governmental officials. ' 
I've no doubt from reading your book 'Masters of Deceipt" that the Communists 
are trying to infiltrate all phases of American Life, hut I hate to take stock 
in unverified accusations. I would appreciate it very mllUr, set me 
straight on die two above conflicting statements. -- m _ , 

• «* *8 J *61 
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April 3 < ( 1961 

Gif 




I have received your letter dated April 18, 5 ^ 
1961, and the interest which prompted your communicating 8 mjg 
with ue is appreciated. 9 



While I would like to be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government, do 
no*, extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization, or publication. I an sure you will under- 
stand the necessity for this policy and will not infer 
£ that? we do or do not have in our files the information 
—you desire. 

* ~ - i an exposing, however, a list of organizations 

/.‘designated by the^kjparuient of Justice pursuant to 
Executive Order 1 0£50 and some literature concerning 
^the menace of^wtifiuiisB which you may like to read, 
v.^ (O 

O^ei a Sincerely yours, 

\ a *z, ■ 

*C% ^ J.- Edgar Hoowtf v 

— y 
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The National Council of Churches of Christ has 
not been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept abreast 
of the efforts or the Couunist Party to infiltrate it 
through our over-all investigation of the Couunist Party. 
USA. It dots not appear that the policies of this 
Cl§5 n |$P) 0n 816 dictated by the Couunist Party. 



This is being furnished for your information. 






BOTE ON YELLOW : 



, , . A copy is being designated to Albany because 

subject indicates possible travel abroad. 

The following items of literature are being 
sent to the correspondent in addition to the list of 
organizations designated under EO 10450: 

1. "Internal Security - Statement of Director 
dated 4-17-61" 

2. "Communist Target - Youth" 

3. "God and Country or Communism" 

4. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism 
Preserve America" 
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Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

fcaanington, D.D. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 

f Recently I was selected to participate this summer 
[a US-U.SSit Student Exchange Trip, in a group sponsored by the 
xBeumenical Voluntary Service of. the-Nfftional Student Christian 
Federation, a movement related to theMational Council of 
C hurches o f Chr ist in the U.S.A. The trlpT w i5~^duc^ti?nal 
travel tour, rune irom June 26 to September 5* It is part 
of the formal cultural exchange between the government of t he 
USSR and the U.S. State Department. . : 

I have several questions about this Exchange, which I 
would appreciate your answering. 

1. Is the National' T Student Christian Federation "pink" 
or has it ever been suspected of Communist leanings? 

2. Is the NSCF listed on the Attorney General's list 

of subversive organizations, has it ever been so listed, or • 
considered for listing? 

3. Similarly, is the Butional Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. fpink" or has it ever been suspected of 
Communist leanings? 

4. Has the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. ever been on the Attorney General's list, or considered 
for such listing? 

3* Does your knowledge of these organizations indicate 
that this program has soupd and reliable sponsorship? 

6. Do you approve of this US-USSR Exchange, or are 
there reservations you would indicate in recommending 
participation in such a program? 

Thank you for your information and assistance. 



Very truly yours. 
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April 26,/ 1961 
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Dear 

ln>-^ 4 1 ,.i WhIle -. 1 would like to be Of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI strlrtlv 
an investigative agency of the Federal finwppiaifno C j- 

the furnishing evaluations or concents 'concerning 

nave in our files the infomation you desire. 



of the Un,*JS/£? w «. of y ? ur ^tef* 3 * ln the internal security 
or the united States. I an enclosing sme curicy 

concerning conotunisB which you nay°!ike to read. 

mailed sc I Sincerely yours, ! 
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correspondent J leS C<,nt * ,B "° **«*«■“• to > 

. _ t Correspondent advises that his church is a ■eaher 
i; Jp* National Council of Churches and that information 
//he has received indicates that communist or c om munist 

t0 P leade rsof °the°National 
°l Churches and have been swaying -the policies 
°k c Nurch group* lie desires to obtain as many facts 
about the situation as possible and feels that as*an 

m r i C ,.“ k C i tij “.? e ls entitled to Information ihl“ the 
FBI may have pertinent to this problem. He pointed out that 
his minister publicly denounced the San fYanciscofilS t “ t 
concerning the Committee on Un-American Activities 
(Apparenty he refers to Operation Abolition. ■) 

„j j. "O peration Abolition" was prepared 
? n ? 4 ^- s * r ** >ute ^ by the House Committee on Un-iteerican 

preparation ™ *** hai nothll « to do with its 

Th e Nationai Council of the Churches of Christ 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. 

We have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party to infiltrate it through our over-all 
invest igat ions of the Communist Party ^USA* it does not 

S???** I* 1 ? '5* policies ^is organization are being 
dictated by the Communist Party. (100-50869) ** 

to correspondent: l0WlnS Items 0f Uteratur ‘ "» 



\ 



1. 'Internal Security". Statement .f Director 4-17-S1* 

2. "One Nation's Response to Communism" 

3. "Cow uni st Target - Youth" 

4. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America" 

4 * 

S’. "God and Country or Communism?" 
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April 15# 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0.0. 

Bear Sirs 

The more or less recent information that I have been 
getting from my church in regard to Communism could 
be outlined as follows s 

1. That National Defense --or any preparation for 
war — is Anti-Christian, and we should active- 
ly work toward doing away with any such effort. 

n That even if invaded, we should not resist with 
/ force. 

2. That any efforts such^s the Committee on Un- 
American Affairs — or the film of the students 
that rioted in San Francisco — are a threat to 
the American way of life, and a path that could 
lead us into being as; evil as Communism itself. 

Our minister publicly 'denounced the San Francis- 
co film as being so twisted that it is unfit for 
public showing. 1 

3. That our country is a nation of corruption, grow- 
ing worse, growing farther from God daily. 

4. That Capitalism has exploited mankind too long. 
That any system motivated by "Profits", the way 
that ours is, is about as Un-Christian as It can 
get, and there should be some economic changes 
made. 

5. That our great weapon against Communism is prayer 
and to convert Communists into Christianity. 

6. That the above mentioned ideas are sanctioned 

and encouraged by the National Council of Churches 

This church is Methodist, and a member of the " National 
Council of Churches . I have been reading several book 
lets' lately that intimate that the N.C.O. has Commu- 
nists or Communist sympathizers among its top leaders. 



• APR 27 | 9 si 




Page 2 



To: J. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. 

April 15 * 1961 



and ac such, they have been swaying the policies of 
that church group. 

I want to get as many of the facts about this situ- 
ation as I can. You represent one of the best sources 
of Information that I know of. I believe that as an 
American Citizen, I'm entitled to information you stay 
have pertinent to this problem. I am not looking for 
information to bring discredit to the churches of 
thiB country, but if Communism is creeping into the 
church — then this information should not be with- 
held. 



Respectfully, 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
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Transmitted herewith Is a pamphlet VntiYjLed 
’>n']fD YOU RF. DISTURBED’ n This Dannhlet was made* 1 ' available 
gj by who stated that 

the pampniet was oeing distributed by and 

The informant was 01 me opinion that 

the Committee For Individual Besponsibl lity, "who allegedly r , 
compiled this pamphlet, is a front for the John Birch fa n 

Society. It will be noted that -husband of - 

one of the alleged distributors, vue 01 me .leaders of . 

the’ John Birch Society. It will be noted that the pamphlet . - 
is In general an attack _on_the _Natlpnal Council of Churches II 
end alleges" that~Tbl s’ "organization is com munis t _Jua filtrated. 

In this regard there is a reference to the book, .Masters M 
of Deceit” by the Director. " ... » 

On April 5, 1961, 

of the Post Master, Nashville, Tennessee, advised that 
Post Office Box 6603 is rented by : 

This material is submitted for information 
purposes and no action is being taken by the Memphis 
Division UACB. • 

O Hit - H 11 ' Li , - 

?#,. 7 *. ;•/ (2 / tuA’r^u 

RMl I < 
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''2/- Bureau (RM) 

- Memphis (100-3727) 
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* J * . . 

^IsYour Cliurcli a Member 
of ^TLe "Rational Council 
: j"' : *of Cbu robes? 




Members listed as of the National Council Churches: 

*. ’^African Methodist Episcopal Church . . 

'■ -"African Methodist Epis. Zion Church 
' > AMERICAN BAPTIST CONVENTION (Northern Baptists) 

.J^kME RICAN EVANGEL. LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Armenian Church of North America (diocese) . . ■ 

irT.k^ugustaxxa Evangel. Lutheran Church 
^Church of the Brethren 

^ItHRLSTlAN CHURCHES (Disciples of Christ) lntrrnat. Convention 
^^Christian Methodist Epis. Church . - - - ... 

T" Evangelical United Brethren Church - “ 

' 'Evangelical Unity of the CreL Moravian Brethren of N. America 
“^.VErve Years Meeting cf Friends (Quakers) 
j Greek Orthodox Archdiocese erf N. and South America ' 

-Hungarian Reformed Church in America ' 

. Jwf^ATlONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION U-S-A-. INC 
''^THE METHODIST CHURCH • .. • 

" r Moravian Church (Uni Las Fratrum) 

'-•"National Baptist Convention of America „ 

“ polish National Catholic Church of America— this is “dd Cathobc and 
-in communion with the Amcr. Episcopal Church - - 



irRESBYTERlAN CHURCH IN THE U.SA. 

IfetTLSCOPAL CHURCH IN THE U5A. 

.^Reformed Church in America " * 1 . 

^Roumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
^Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church 

" Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church d America ^ 

"-Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
.^venth Day Baptists, General Conference - 

UkrBuian Oihodox Church of Amenc* 
ftyr inn Antiochian Orthodox Church . 

United Lutheran Church in Amend 
^-UNTIED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.SA. 

O-S. 




oes thefJCC Speak for Protestantism 
.rten 5ocia! and Political ksues? 



^Time and again lie NGC h as posed itself as tic voice of Protestantism. 
^This was not or is ®ot a power they were given, have earned, or even 
j'tavc. But, they .male tie voice known — supposedly as the representation 
of 38,000,000 Protestants. 

Too often, the NCC or its committees pass resolutions or male stands 
fcthal are too far to the “left** for most Americans to accept. Among these are: 
. > 1. Recognition of Communist China by the U.S. 

Admission of Communist China to U.N. 

^3. •'Progress toward universal disarmament by multilateral agreemcn: 

m '\} c(Le. U.N.) 

'KNote: This males our armed forces subject to the Russian veto) 

_ 4. Abolishment of military conscription and allow Selective Service to 
lapse. 

- »^5. They lobbied against and defeated the Briclcr Amendment which 
. *• i- would male it unlawful to male treaties that were in violation of 

T v.tbe U. S. Constitution- 

-V<>. They advocated repeal of the McCarran Act that prevents Inown 
Communists and other undesirables from immigrating to the U S 
7. They tool a stand against “Right to Work” laws saving they were 
^ . onChristian. 

< 8. They would do away with the House Un-American Activities Com- 

mittee. 



9. They favor repealing the Connally Reservation which permits the 
J United States to determine for itself what are domestic issues for the 
^United States rather than leaving this jurisdiction to the World 
c - ' ; V ‘ Court This could lead to our losing the control of the Panama 
Canal, change in our tariff policies, etc. 

‘10. They favor Federal Aid to Education which would deprive us even 
; more of our freedom. 

^11. They favor the Forand Bill which would bring socialized medicine 
\J2, They are strong on the liberal viewpoints on integration. v 
>13. They demand more and more foreign aid to other countries. 

The National Council of Churches goes all out foi the “One World", 
;**One Court**, “One Church^ idea. In economics they tale the extreme 
libera] and socialistic viewpoint toward sharing the wealth, socialized medi- 
cine, government control. They publish booklets and pamphlets for studs 
: by church groups giving their viewpoints on these subjects, thereby leading 
the readers to believe th3t this is God's will. 



Ref.: WHY ONE CHURCH'S CONSCIENCE SPOKE OUT AGA1NS1 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OI CHRIST IN TOE 

VS.K ' 



For the N.C.C. to deny that Comm uni has infiltrated Into some 
churches is pure stupidity. This is a mallei v*f fuel and numerous min- 
isters have admitted ihclr communistic affiliation*- The Communist have an- 
nounced this as one of their goals. 

Ref.: Masters of Deceit Chapter 23 
J. Edgaj Huover 

jhHLRBLRT PH 1 1. BRICK, author of i4 l Led Three Lives, ** and for 
nine years. an underco\cr agent for the F.B 1. said, "We arc losing die 
fight /or freedom — there arc more names of ministers than any other 
profession on Lhc list of communist supporters in this country." 

The National Council of Churches docs not advocate any theology 
except the recognition of Jesus Christ as Divine Lord and Savior. It does 
not ask for personal acceptance of Jesus Christ, but lets each church dt 
lerminc upon what foundation a person becomes a Christian. But, many 
of the leaders and theologians mosf prominent In the NCC are libera] in 
their theology. Here are some of the beliefs of this bicrarchy. 



1. The Bible is a mythology. 

2. Jesus was sinful. 

3. Jesus was not God. ‘ 

4 . They do not believe in substitutionary atoncmcnt 

5. They do not believe in Hell. 

6. They do not believe in the Virgin Birth. 

7. They do Dot believe in the Second Coming of Christ 

..For more information you can study the booLs of: 

Dr G. Bromley Oxnam 
Dr. Rcinhold Niebuhr 
Dr. Paul Tillich ‘ 








^Sources for Study Materia! 

t • <*— 

Many churches have asked for sources of information to conduct 
/studies of their own on the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
-•U S. Listed below are some of the more prominent ones. There are man\ 
' others. It is a common practice of the NCC to attack the indoidual or 
rthc organization issuing such reports and to label them Apostles of Dis- 
cord. However, in practically every inslancc/you will find that the facts 
presented have been verified and have not Ken challenged for authentic*!!} 



-CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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ROOKS AND BOOKLETS 
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\ ^ORGANIZATION, f>UBU CATION OR INDIVIDUAL WHO CAN 
; jj^UPPLY VARIOUS MATERIAL on the national 
: : _ ^COUNCIL Of CHURCHES - . 




Pen specific information on the political and social viewpoint of the 
^National Council of Churches, write to the National Council of Churches 
• of Chris* in the U.S.A., 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y., and 
ask for material on the subject you desire. 



Adi ons taken by Tbe N. C. C. at 
General Assembly Meeting in 
San Francisco, December - I960 

J. Adopted b $15,704,400 (m) budget for 1961, including $2,365,000 
for shipping surplus food and other aid to needy areas overseas. 

2. Praised the clergymen and citizens of New Oilcans who have upheld 
the •‘worth of every Individual, without regard to race or color" In 
the face of ‘Vising hysteria and mob violence*' against school integration. 




-to 



‘ ^^ ,oca ^ ^responsible tad democratic labor organization" among] 

* mmiOD ®'£Talor)- farm workers to raise their ware* and *nb- 1 
>■' 'JteiAuuw-a living conditions. 

M . Hcard • comprehensive report from foreign missionaries, charring 
...pAmencaii apathy to oppression in «ha hr. Is contributed to communist 

. ^ W ‘* '« » rf °™ *^££'» » 

;*-*.*. " * ' 

- • C f Xj ‘ J Wcssin £ '« president-elect John F. Kennedy and vice 

x B J ° tmSOQ ’ P rs >' in g that they be guided by God'. 

kad the country m "paths Of peace and justice for all mimV inH - 

“■** " * ■**** 

' :; St© Ur ^ d f ren S thcn ^ of the United Nation* a* “power for peace a- 
v ?te>of5 nations, -and *aid American* abould be ready to accept the fact it 

' * ^nLd&^ C_thrOU ^ h *** dcmocmic pr 000 * 0 — override the will of the 

( Qr *^J* Qoe,rrin £ programs” by flu* country to beed GocT* com- 
■ ^ wealth of technical knowledge and farm anrpluse* to 

- the hungry and clothe the naked." . • , 

APP^kd fa an end to di*crimination in employment against Negroe*, 

... jFbratoRicam and other Spanish-speaking people, Indian*, Jew*, and Anxr 
,«*m of onental drwmf . , • 

. . 10 Recommended a continuing “dialogic- with Roman Catholics" « re- 

>r*gKKB liberty and other church matters. 

*°* c JUm, a* cotmdl'i general aecretary. and 
yjSUrKev. IX. Edwin Espy, a* aaaoaatc general *ccretary. . " 

; ‘^ 3 2 Urged aid to Caban refugees in Florida. " . ' < 

^43. Weighed a report oo the Vate of die churches" terming (he proem 
^period "the moat cataclysmic in a recorded hi*tcry ,”^nd (feciarinf tlxr 
churche* "dare not proceed on a busineaa-as-ufaaT baza" ^ 

Elected MIDcr, a acbolarfy 5 1 -year -aid anhimilliooajre who teaches 
*chool in ha hometown of Ooiumbos, hd-.W the first layman to 
V»cad the oouncD is its 10-year history. ' • - ■ -^1, ^ 

■•■,?***■ Reprinted from December 1 1 , | ^60 Nasbvilk Tetmettcan. . 

■wiraapBed fcy CaaalOe* hr WMd—f RrspnwriNBfy " V' v 

f - •*“ P^raphlet 10 ccnta each. Wntr R. O. Boi 6603 Nash riDc 

. 12, Term. . . , _ ..... „ . r 









Tour letter of March 16, with enclosure, has been 
received, and I appreciate the interest which prompted yon to write 
to me. It was good of you to give poe the benefit of your observa- 
tions and comments, and I assure you that I readily understand your 
grave concern over the menace of communism. 



¥±.<' 



Although I would like to be of service to you with 
respect to your inquiries, the FBI is an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not evaluations or draw con- 
clusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have dita 
in our files relating to the matters you mentioned in your communica- 
tion. - 



Please accept my thanks for your generous expression^ 
of confidence In my administration of the FBI, and for your prayers. > 
I am enclosing some literature which you mi ght iphy to read. | 

f-H a 

^ i 



Sincerely yours 
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KWn 1 1961 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Clpcures (6) „ _ 

•respondent* s enclosure (self-addressed stamped envelope) 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion T . i » 

ZTJ^What Tou Can Do To Fight Communism u r cEiAED _ !?lwr W 

"TTTT ■ OahAvIiiiiI .4 IT. wm! J w 1 

y.-J’ 



us.\ OoMniunist Target— Tooth ( '7^ ]/' 1 

iJ?" Series from Christianity Today pr 0^1 Jr 

— T/ (fc OfiK?? MOTE W > 



/ 




3-23-61 






MOTE: Nothing was located In Bufiles which was identifiable with 
correspondent. The World Council of Churches of Christ is aiWfd iy 
composed of a number of Christian churches throughout the world 
with the exception of the Roman Catholic Church and certain ■wall 
sects. Bufiles contain no identifiable information of a derog a t o ry 
nature concerning this organization. The Bureau has never conducted 
an investigation of the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC1 
but we are keeping abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party USA. 
(CP, USA) to infiltrate this organization. It does not appear the 
CP, USA, is dictating the policies off the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
Correspondent s enclosure was & self •Addressed s temped envelope • 
being returned. 
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Mr. J .Edgar Hoover 
YBI 

Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 




' nr. rntru 
Mr. Part 
Mr. M"h. 
Mr. T Irr 
Mr. 



Mar eh 16, 



Mr. r . r - 

vjbtA 

Mr. 

Mr. >1 •.! 

ute r 



Tav- 



f i5r. 1 mi 
♦ Mr. W'.C. 

{ Tde. Rnc 
Mr. Ibkt; 

m 



I am a young Presbyterian Seminary student serving an internshl 
on the plains of Nebraska. I have been quite disturbed recently 
at the amount ofSliterature put out charging Communist infilt- 
ration into the v “Rational Council of Churches., the World Council 
of Churches, and the leaders of these groups. My youthful Ideal 
ism reacts against these charges. 

Sir, could you please tell me whom to believe, these fundament a 
ists or the respected church leaders ? The people in the towns 
that I serve are as bewildered as I. Two weeks ago we had a 
speaker at our church along with the film "Operation Abolition" 
and he condemned the above groups and everyone else who didn't 
agree with him and his fundamentalist theology. 

It sickens me to think that some ministers might be Communists, 
and so I, in defense, question the integrity of the fundamental 
1st groups making the charges. But if these charges are true, 1 
would like to know about it and try to do something to correct 



Mr. Hoover, I respect you and the work you have done very muoh. 
An answer from you concerning the above would be greatly apprec 
iated by me and many of my other friends in the ministry. 



May God continue to bless 
country. 



you in the work you are doing for our 



4 




Sincerely, 




1 



V. 



A- 



o- 



'il 



O' 
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g~JL 



April 24, 1901 
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t . m . # 4 1 have received your letter of April 17, and I aoDrecliL 2 

the Interest which prompted you to write. ’ apprecige g 

of . WixUe . 1 ca, * r readlly understand your concern, I cannot be 

y0U Mnce “*• FH u gtrlcti y an investigative agency of 
^ ed f ral ^eminent and neither makes evaluations nor draws * 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, publi- 
cation or individual. 1 regret that 1 am unable to help you and hone 
J^ 31 3[? u **** ®°t ^ er th this connection either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the matters about wUch inquired. 

, . . , . ^ Iam enclosing some material concerning the general 
subject of communism which you may like to read, and in response to 

JESSPSr- 1 *“ to ™ xdin » ““der separate cover 12 coptesofthe 
^Kecilic item you mentioned. Please acoept my thanks for your generous 

prefer? conlidence 1,1 ^ work performed by the FBI and for 




Sincerely yours. 



i 



listed next page 
1 - Mr. Morrell Boom 4235 
12 ChrlstianityiToday Series 

«== , “T ^ 

-8wB(vt"4t 








P' 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Enclosures 

4- 1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-61 statement by Director re Internal Security 
What You Can Do To Fight Communisgi 
10-18-60 speech of Director 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 



NOTE; Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. 



_ ie Nauona^ ounciH^^hnrrhP ^^hHg ^prr^) 

includes in its membership the*ieading Protestant churches in die 
country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual feta 
to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, *>»p not investigated the 
NCCC. (100-50869) 



/ 
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TRUE COPY 




pril 17, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



I am deeply concerned about the Communist's infiltration into every 
phase of our American life - especially the Naive members of our Methodist 
Church. 



leadership 



bvyour files do you have any record concerning the present 
of theTJational Council of Churches? H so - Wh at ? 



Could you send me the objectives as set out by the N. CC or affirm 
that they are the same as those listed in the article "Oppose the National Council 
of Churches" by August W Brustat, appearing in the October 1960 issue of the 
American Mercury Magazine? 

Do you agree with his suggestion on deliberate action we must take? 

Can you send me thp N. C. C. recommended book list? 

These names appear in "Recognize Red China?" circulated by 
Circuit Riders-Inc. 18 E. Fourth St. Cincinnati 2, Ohio. What "Red front" 
connections do they have? 

Rev. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg - Pres. N. CC? 

Rev. Roy G. Ross - Gen. Sec. of N. C. C. 

Rev. R H. Edwin Espy - Associate Gen Sec. N. CC. 

Bishop G. Bromley Odaman - Vice Pres. NCC? 

Wenifred L. Chappell - Sec. Methodist Federation for Social Service - 
Rev. Edgar N. Jackson - Methodist Federation of Social Action ^ i 

Thelma Stevens - Executive Sec. W. S. C. S- 
Dorothy McConnell - editor "World Outlook". 

Jameson Jones - Editor - "Motive" isa p«i«o 
Ralph W. Sockman - Pres. Board of World Peace 
A. J. Muste - Presbyterian Clergyman. 



state. 



You are the one person I can quote and no one questions die facts you 






^ 00 ' 



r‘- 



dP# 26 '96i 




Tou have written so many fine articles. Where can I order copies 
tofiTe out to our various church and civic organizations? 

I need 12 copies, of all three series, of your article on the 
Communist Menance: Red Goals and Christian Ideals; Communist Propaganda 
and the Christian Pulpit and Soviet Rule or Christian Renewal? I would to 
place these in the hands of every minister of our churches here in 

May God bless you in your fine work and may the American people 
be awakened before all is lost. 

Tours truly, 









Mr. 

Mr! Tknl 

Mr. Tjtrt^r 

Mr.WjC^dtttm 
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Mr.] 
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have received your letter of April IS, and H 
I do want to thank you for your prayers as well as your 
generous expression of confidence ill my administration 
of the FBL 



It was indeed thoughtful of you to bring the 
matter you mentioned to my attention, and I am most 
appreciative of your observations in this regard* 



It was a pleasure to send you the material 
to which you have referred, and I am enclosing two other / 
items on the subject of communism which you may Uke to J 

\ 



have. 




Sincerely yours. 



J. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (2) 
4-61 LEB Intro 
4-17-61 Statement 



1 - Newark - Enclosure 




— . •* NOTE: Bufiles contain no* record of the correspondent. The material 

' - to which she referred was undoubtedly sent to her without a cover letter 

which is in accordanc^giti^DDroved Bureau procedures. Bufiles 
— V contain no regard 
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April IS, 1961 



/P' t-l 



Mr. J. E. Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I feel that I must report to you part of a 
conversation I had with the Luthern Pastor in our town- 

After n ational Council of Ch urches Film Strip -•••• 

and paneldiscussioi^ield jointly by my flHHPres. Church 
and The B^^BBBM Luthern Church this week I spoke to 
■P^M|^pndtold him Welt that the Council was all 
wron^obeso outspoken in political affairs. I have seen 
Operation Abolition and told him that every American should 
see this (the council says we should not). He had the nerve 
to tell me ***** the House Un-American Affairs Committee 
planned the riot so that they could film it and that the committee 
bad outlived its usefulness. I told him that J. E. Hoover had 
written a pamphlet about the riots (Communist Target-Youth) 
and that this was a documented film . He told me you wanted 
prestige and so were doing your job. I told him anything J. E. 

Hoover said was in my opinion true. He told me I was nleve 

and reading the wrong material. After finding out by his own ^ 

admission that he is for world government and (me world church ^ 

I feel he should be investigated and not permitted to brain wash 
bis congregation! This is only one of many subjects regarding . 
communism and the church but notjan one did we agree. n / /\ / 0 

.aS? REC-64 MO- 6 OSU 7-^* 
Perhaps he has open reading the wrong material 
and is a dupe. I do not know but feel that he should not be _ 

preaching in a Christian Church where he can influence au'Ukfly ““ 
people from the pulpit if his loyalties are not with Ameri cg ^pp ^ ^ 

Thank you Mr. Hoover for the material yo u s e nt to 
me on request a few weeks ago. It is c o n s t a ntly b ein g passed from 
one neighbor to another and I only wish America had many more great 
men like yourself protecting it. Ton are doing a wonderful job and 
I know the pressures on you must be very great. God Mess you. 
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. . . ._^ our l®**® 1 *,®* A * )rU *961, *»s been received, end the Interest? 

which prompted you to write is appreciated. “ 

•' 7l » * 

Although I would like to be of service, the film, "OperatU&feltil** 

8 • P °f^ ed J Uld dl8trlbuted **® House Committee « U^meAeaffc 
Activities and this Bureau had no connection with its preparation. As a matter Si 
policy, I cannot, therefore, make any comment with respect to it. May I sm3 

*** y< ?«°*^! de 1 5 dlrectin « y our toqulry to the Committee which is locked fiT® 
Reran 225, Old Bouse Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. It is a pleasure, 
however, to enclose a copy of ’'Communist Target- Youth, ” which Isa detailed 

sa sissssr" ■>' 



• , . . Hi connection with your other inquiry, may I point out that the FBI 

teaninvesttgative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organisa- 
tlcm ^Wication or individual. I regret that I am unable to ^you^ h^TySi 

aKSS to elU,er ttot w * d0 or U “‘ we d ° not *“™ «bt» to oor 

with to* “ ,endlD8 m ° tter “ ter “ <*“«■« 
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a Sincerely yours, 

PS3 S«hMljpf^ 

Listed oo lcxt$af*.’twl>ll 
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Enclosures (5) 

Communist Target — Youth 
4-61 LEB Intro. 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

17th National Convention 6 3-60 LEB Intro. 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 

The^Iational Council oTChurches of Christ (NCCC) includes in 
its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics 
of the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions, have 
claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, 
has not investigated the NCCC (100-50869). 
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April 13, 1961 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.L 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir, 

As president of the local Council of Church 
Women I am being asked frequently about the film ''Abolition**. 
There is much propaganda being published both for and against. 
Our women are greatly concerned and should have the truth. 

I believe your office would know that better than anyone rise. 

Do you have any pamphlets which tell the full story or any helps 
of any kind which I might have? 

-r 

And this is a difficult question for you to answer 
and Just as bad for me to ask, but is all of the material being sent 
out by rminrii nf rh.irrhon absolutely trustworthy? 

Some of the women feel it is definitely biased and some of it even 
a bit shady. I must know the truth. Thank you. 

r 

Sincerely 



X 
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April 20, 1961 



Dear 

Your Utter of April 12, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 

r 

Although I would like to be of service, the files of 2 
this Bureau are confidential in accordance with regulations of the~il ^ 
Department of Justice and are available for official use only* 0 ^ ► 
further, the FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- | 
ment and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusickxd «=> 
as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication or o 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will x 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to your inquiry. I can assure you that 
the person mentioned ip your communication has not had access 
to FBI files. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. ] 
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Sincerely yours, 
9. Edgar Honan 






John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






Enclosth'ga (5) 

4-61 LEB’ Intrdatiction .... 

Communist Illusion and Democratic. Reality. -I 
Director’s speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage / 

17th National Convention fc 3 r 60 LEB Intro.,// 
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could be located in Bufiles Identifiable with 
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NOTE : (continued) 



The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
(100-50869) 
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Hon J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



. ... A'Methodest Minester I have become very much alarmed 

by reports that thrNational Council of Church** i 8 infiltrated and controlled 
by Cbmmunists. Also it is reported that there were a number of 
Communists among those who were engaged in bringing out the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Is it true that they said that there are 
8000 protestant ministers who are Communists? 



. . . 1 feel a lot these reports are unfavorded and 

unjustified. I understand that there is a Rev. Mr. McCatyre that has 
a program on the radio and claims to have in/taraefim . from the F. B. L 
to tock up his charges. I know he continually (iUegble) at protestant 
ministers and the National Council of Churches. 'fnwPfj 



I wonder if you could give me any information on this 

matter? 



charges? 



I 



am alarmed by it and wonder if there is any truth in thes^^ 



. 1 * eel that most of these charges are unjustified. I know 

that you have done a wonderful job as head of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and above all that you are a Christian gentlemen, 



^ feel that maybe some of these charges are Communist 

inspired. * 






Any information you can give me will be appreciated -. 



Methodist Minister 



AS- 
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April 18, M81 



.. , . A I have received your letter ol AprU 11, and 

the Interest which prompted you to communicate with me on 
this occasion is appreciated. 

-w 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI. 
being an investigative agency, does not make evaluations nor 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am 
unable to help you, and I hope you will not infer either that 
we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the 
subject of your inquiry. * 

Enclosed are several items setting forth 

nitnlawi tit a ■ * 
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views on communism which you may Hire to have. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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4-61 LEB Intro. 

Director’s speech of 10-18-60 
CommunlsL Illusion & Democratic Reality 
* 17U> National Convention 

tme Nation s Response to Communist ^ \ 
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NCCC. (100-50869) FBI * f se » 1148 nok investigated the 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I begin this letter with a prayer in my heart. As the 
wife of a Methodist Minister I am deeply concerned with the notorious 
publicity given our churches and clergymen, through the daily 
newspapers. 

a 

We have members in our church who denounce the national 
Council oLChurches, saying it is full of Communists. Since the 
Methodist church is a member 'of the Council, it receives the same 
condemnation, with the Woman's Division of Christian Service included. 

One article in the Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tennessee), 
stated that a certain group had accused over ten thousand (10,000), 
Methodist Ministers, not to mention other denominations, as leaning 
toward, or contributing to. Communism. 



If you can say anything to take some of the pressure off 
these men of God, who are giving their lives in service to the church, 
I would be deeply grateful. If you have proof, or cause to believe, 
that there are no Communists in the Council of Churches, I would be 
so happy to receive your statement immediately. In any case, I 
would appreciate hearing from you, concerning this matter. 



//* 



Very Sincerely, 
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I Mr. Cal.'jh: 
Mr. Coarai 

Mr. Malone 
Mr. Kdml. 
Mr. TarcL_ 
Mr. Trotter. 
Mr. ^ .CiSul 
TWe. rooou 
Mr . hpu. 

Mi* Cuuir. 
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1 961. and Jh^“ISte?f 24 TSfci ?2^ lette J dated April 10 
ctipg with -e li'lSJ >»“• «Lmd° 



««1 can certainly appreciate ronr*eJ f “ ssi ***»ce 
diction and respbnsTBiiiifl* ;S“f. eo “« r n, the Juris- 

« ffih 8 > 

concerning any inJividual^owJlflf !? 115 or comments 

J f® *«re you will Understa 25 8 ?Ki X f t,on ? r PuMicat 
Policy and mill not 1 . 1115 * 2 “***!? 5 «cessity for thii 
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The National Comic il of the Churches of Christ 
(NCCC) has not been investigated by the Bm^eau • We he*« 
kept abreast of the efforts of the Conounist Party (CP) 
to infiltrate it through our over-all investigations of 
the CP, USA. It does not appear that the policies of this 
organization are being dictated by the CP. (100-50869) 



In view of correspondent* s concern over coanunisn 
in churches, to send bin literature could leave the inferenc 
that Moon and the NCCC are subversive. 
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April 10, 



1961 



Kr • J • Edgar Hoover 
Direotor, P. B. I. 
?feshington, D. C. 



Dear Kr, Hoover* 

- jTI'u.t m ?• Lora “* ««»«™ »~r,tary ofthf 

^ lit 1™ ^ l ; • i. **” WeMy eritioel Of Th. 
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Callfomii .°5 I?* ” r,t **®thodlet Churoh In Preeno, 
California, end The Chrletien Century . Itr. Loanan 
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of 1 kind enough to giro no eome tort 

=ss s ss «js,t — — ^ W 

» o o^Sii; » 1 ’i^h.^m ?,!* T” 1 rt ? **• h>/ ^ r »< 

-C‘ rlf oT 0 *!^ 1 ^ ^^^ wtulfa o 



II: 




-«t lr&.T 5 S^W* A- 

4*-/f ^ 




^(TTT-M fjr>R 





By letter of 4-6-61, the above -captioned Individual enclosed 
a newspaper clipping which appeared in the April 6, 1061, issue of the 
Indianapolis Star . " This clipping refers to a speech by Chief Inspector 
Will i am C. Sullivan in which he stated that the impression amnng many 
Americans that Protestant denominations have been subjected to ai min g 
infiltration and influence by communists is a patent falsehood. She 
exception to this remark and states that it is "God’s truth" and refers to the 
O Nation^ ^ ouiteUjjLChurches of Christ as having promoted the communist 
cause far too often. She also states, "Even you, Mr. Hoover, in your book, 
'Masters of Deceit, ' seem tp whitewash some organizations would harm 
the Christian faith. " 



Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding ♦he 
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(B) MaiIONAL_£P.ON CIL OP C HURCHES OP CHRIST (NCCC) - POST CARDS 
CONCERNING — Recently in P a i ras, ~Te*aB7~geveral members of the 
clergy received through the mall typewritten post cards, post- 
marked at Dallas, bearing my name as the sender. The messages 
were Identical and read as follows: "The National Council of 

Churches of Christ In the U. S.^A. officially sponsored the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who 
served on this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro-Communlst 
fronts, projects, and publications." 



i 

» 

>4 



In the event similar post cards come to your attention, 
promptly notify the Bureau. . In addition, you should conduct 
Investigation In an attempt to locate the person who sent the 
post card 8 and admonish him, and discuss the matter with the 
appropriate U. S. Attorney at the outset to determine If It 
constitutes a violation of the Impersonation Statute. 
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April 6, 1991 



Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.' 

Mr. 



Mr. TWM_ 

Mr. TrnttJ* 



Mr. WXX&JJ 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Enclosed is a letter with some quotations attributed to William C. 
Sullivan. Are these quotations accurate? If so , even if taken out 
of context, I am extremely alarmed. 




While I am aware that the majority of the clergy sincerely believe 
that they are loyal Americans, it is my firm conviction that most 
clergymen affiliated with the^Jationa l Council of Churches d o not 
know what a loyal American isT Since the communists have known 
for many decades longer than we that they were engaged in a world 
wide revolution and have made a point of wheedling and bribing their 
way into every important communication center such as the church, 
education, etc. it is grossly misleading the public to infer that communists 
only get into the act after religious leaders "happen" to make statements 
coinciding with the communist line. Hie communists and their dupes 
caused the religious leadens to have those ideas in the first place. 



As a member of a church duped by the N.C.C.C. 

into promoting the commumst^caus^a^o^oiieii, 1 firmly believe 
that the "impression" referred to in the first quote by Mr. Sullivan is 
[God's truth, not "a patent falsehood." Why am I still a member of this 
church? I am striving to awaken others caught in the trap. I have cut ~ 
my financial contributions to a bare trickle here, while I send my normal 
contributions plus extra on to fundamentalists ministers who are risk i n g 
their very lives to protect the Christian faith. Even you, Mr. Hoover, in 
your book Masters of Deceit seem to whitewash some organizations that 
would harm the Christian faith. However, I appreciate what a fine job 
you are doing in a very difficult position. u 
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The Pcople^pc 

Keds Achieve No Success 
With Clergy, FBI Man Assures 



To tho Editor of Tho Star: 

- Citizens who have been mis* 
led into thinking that * the 
Protestant clergy are infil- 
trated by Communists should 
be somewhat relieved by state- 
ments made at a recent meet- 
ing in Cincinnati by Chief In- 
spector William C. Sullivan of 
the FBI. Listed here are direct 
quotations from a speech to 
about 1,000 people at a meet- 
ing sponsored by the VS. 
Citizens Committee of that 
city: 



civil liberties and racial dis- 
criminations.’* / 

CLINTON MTmARSH 
Minister, Witherspoon 
United Presbyterian Church. 



j 



*The Impression among 
many Americans that the ^ 
Protestant denominations, in 
particular, have been subjected 
to alarming infiltration and in- 
fluence by Communists is a 
patent falsehood.** 

•The Communist Party has * 
not achieved any substantial 1 
success in exerting domination 
or influence over America's 
clergymen or religious institu- •{ 
tions. There can be no ques- | 
tion as to the loyalty of the 
overwhelming majority of the 
American clergy and the fact i 
that they have been among 
the most consistent and vigor- 
ous opponents of communism. 

For tactical reasons, the Com- 
munists have included Ameri- 
can religious leaders among 
their targets and have 1 been J 
quick to capitalize on state- { 
msnts that happen to coincide ! 
with the party line. They have 
beeq especially alert," he said, 

*in exploiting utterances on J 
such popular issues as peace, I 
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1 - Mr. Slnpson 
. April 18, 1961 



\S 



X have received your letter dated April 9, 
1961, and jour intereslr r ln writing to ae is indeed 
appreciated* 



While X would like to be of assistance to you, 
the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or consents concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
sation or publication. X an precluded, therefore, fron 
consenting on the organisation you nentioned; however, 
you should not infer that our files do or do not contain 
information concerning it* 




Pursuant to your request, X an enclosing 
sons naterlal available for general distribution by 
the FBI concerning the menace of communism which you 
may like to read. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Buflles contain no identifiable data con- 
cerning the correspondent • 

The National Council of the Churches of Christ 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept 
•breast of the efforts of the Conminist Party to Infiltrate 
it through our over-all investigations of the Conminist 
Party, USA. It does not appear that the policies of 
this organization are being dictated by the Conminist 
Party. (100-50869) 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent : 

/ ‘ . 

' 1. "Bed Goals and' Christian Ideals.** 

2. '"One Nation's Response to Conran ism." 

3. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America.** 

4. "God and Country or Communism." 

5. "Conminist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 
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Dear Sir: 



I am writing to you in regard to Information 
I ®°° cernin E communism in our churches. I would also 
f know about the National Council of Churches. 

Is it in any way connecT ed with the co mmunis t p arty . 

If you have any other information which I as 
a pastor of a church should know to help keep our country 
free, I would appreciate it. ^ 

Thank you very much. 

^ Sincerely, 

r 

Pastor of the 
Baptist Church. 
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Tour letter of April 7 to the United States Secret 
Service has been referred to me. The interest which prompted 
your writing is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of tKe Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the charac- 
ter or Integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in 
this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to your inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 







^/^Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Tulsan , 



Twee! . 
Tfewttur 
*-C. Sallftvmi 
Tel®. 



?fc£n&o8Tu4d 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Director* $ Speech 10-18-60 3-60 LEB 6 17th Natl Conv 

4WU IiEBTatlW % 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE. ) 
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(NOTE CONTINUED.) 



.. . U1 ™ e National Council of Churches (NCCC) includes In 

nabership the leading Protestant churches in the country Various 
isritids of the Council, without access to factual data to support their* 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 

(100 ^ *50869) ThC FBI> ° f COUr8e 1188 not tovestigated the NCCC. 
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TREASURY DEPAR 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 



ENT 



April 10. 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington. D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoovers 

~r 

The attached letter frOa| 

requesting inforaatlon 
about the Ttotlonal Council of Churches, is forwarded 
to your Bureau for appropriate attention. 






U. E. Baughmair 
Chief* U. S. Secret Service 
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April 7, 1961 



U. S Secret Service 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: ' 



I have been appointed on a committee of our 
Church to investigate the National Council of Churches as 
to whether there is enough communistic influence withii} its 
organization to warrent the withdrawal of our support. 

I would therefore appreciate any information 
on the subject you can send me. 

Thanking you in advance I am, 

i 

Sincerely yours 











r^ f* <u ^ 

^^-fcX^ia nox ^n. H-jbtUft&cJL 
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April 18, 1861 
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uFIetter of April 10, 1061, with enclosures, has been x 3 
received, and your interest in writing is- appreciated* 

The film, "Operation Abolition," was sponsored and 
distributed by the Bouse Committee on Un-American Activities and this 
Bureau had no connection with its preparation. I cannot, therefore, as 
a matter of policy, make any comment regarding it* You may wish to 
direct your inquiry to the House Committee which is located in Room 225, 

Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

I am enclosing ^ copy of a report prepared by this Bureau 09 
regarding the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist Party ^ 
In the California demonstrations. An analysis of this report will show . 

Its purpose was not to defend the activities of the House Committee nor ! 
does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of American youth. It Is ~ 
Intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to learn the 
true nature of this malevolent threat and, armed with that understanding, 
to resist being duped into unlawful and unthinking action. The material 
you forwarded is being returned as you requested. a fJ\ 



MAICED.SX 



Sincerely yours, 






COMM-FBt 



.. tdgar Hoc* 

fcT u° 



r Hoover 

ll hi i .i 



L ..rr.nw^'- r p 

-^=Biclosureht3) 



uf 






Communist Target— Youth B t C P f a ' T 

pZZZ Correspondent's enclosures //' ' ' ' 

f^-r r — - NOTE: > Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles* 

» □ BAV^mBj^JMTE CONT. ME XT PAGE} 






NOTE: The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes 
in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. 
Various critics of the Council, without access to factual data to 
support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated 
the NCCC. (1 00- 50869) 
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April 10 - 1061. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, ^ 

This is a reply to a letter tfhich I wrote to the 

Abolition. 

pMtd bus! “ 

g^Msssssaa s?- 

authoritative answers? 

the Communists the benefit of the doubt. 

With the greatest admiration for you and your work, 

Cordially, REC-* t°A 







APR 19 1961 
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REO 73 /0O~ St ?C f- fc// 

April 17, 1061 



Dear 

Tour letter postmarked April 11, 1061. has 
been received, and the Interest which prompted you to write 
i« appreciated. * 

nr 

+ 

f _ __ f Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 8 f 

i» an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 

such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the '* 

°l integrity of any organisation, publication or ® S 
In ivlduai. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope ***** He 8 
yqu will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 2 ft 

wedonot have data in our files relating to the subject of your § ff 

¥ V * f1\ J- 

\ \ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the tiff 1 '* 

general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

K. \ I J 



I * 



MAIL£Omt 

APR 1 7 w61 

COMM-FBV 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



f. ’ <t 

- Enclosures (6) 

- God Apd Country Or Commimlstn? - PI 

^ 4-1-61 LEB Intro Cl 

I \ a>mmtmist Target-Youth l r J 

^Communism: The Bitter 7 fineriy of Religion 
2\One Nation's Response To Communism 
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/«d«ral iiur*»au of Investigation 
liiuth uad ir^nnsylvanla kv-uuea, h.«» 
iia6^lu£.to^ 25, D ( C« 

Ik/ «dwk 21 LmI Oui CTriii : 

R'C^a^ly has ba»n a rash of 

•xtr*r/» crltician of th ^stio™! CoudcI I 
of Chare h»e in sur ar**a. Ox* roet outstanding 
orltieiEE. la that it has b®co:L*» nothing 
n.oT'* than a tool of eacranUtlo l*»ed«re. 
mb a klaiet«r of tn«* Uoep-»l, I f»*l it 
la icy duty to lnfoin ny p*opl* to tn«* b*at 
of my knowing* and ability oa to wh*th**r 
or not tb^e* c lalna or* tru« or fals« or 
partially tru«* or partially fala*. 

Sould you pl<*aa« e«nd of eon/» brochur*# 
on th« flndinge of th* i concerning 
tc*» rietlaual Council of Church**a? Z will 
appreciate any rat»rinl which will b« of ^ 
h»lp to us in dealing with this probl»E* * 



You.* a ▼•»ry truly 



10 APR 18 1961 
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^Cr8l 



April 13, 1961 




Mailed, st 

APR 1 3 1961 

COMM-FBt 






Tour letter of April 8, 1*61, has been ^ 

received, and I appreciate the concern which pro-\pt«P £ ^ 
you to write. ^ £ 

While I would like to be of assistance to^ou^F 
regarding the statements to vhich you refer, the FBE& 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government £? 
and, as such, does not furnish evaluations or commits o 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 1 " i ^ 
publication or organisation. Consequently, I am undt&e t£P .o 
comment on the subjects of your inquiry. I trust yoqjvllt^ ^ 
understand my position in this instance. ^ *3 

. ■*» 

In view of your Interest in the topic z 

ommunist infiltration, I am enclosing several itemgwhlch£? 
ou may find of value. . p 



s 






BEC 



Sincerely yours, CD ^ 

?i0 



Edgar Hoover 



April 1, 1*61, LEB Introduction 

W •» 

k Expose of Soviet Espionage One Natyon*q,Response to Commtmism 
NOTE: Bufiles cootairwHy-ecord concerning the correspon dent. Her 
brother-in-law. a former Special Agent, 



Enclosures 

Communist’ thh 1 



.a v 

*•1 




April 8, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.L 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

There is a program on a local radio station called 
"It is later than you think. " It supposedly concerns itself with 
Communist Activies in America - You have been quoted quiet 
extensively and I would appreciate some answers to a couple of 
questions - 



One statement that was made was that the Supreme 
Court has been handing down decisions favoring the Communist 

O 

Another is the National Council of Churches-fsT! — — 77~~r 
dominated by Communist and theyare r“e« fWHg 'rcryallfies - fr 6in - - 

the Revised Edition of the Bible - 

These sfctement^re a little hard for me to swallow - 
My brother - in - law, was with the FBI for 20 years 

and I am sure if the Communis^ere that strong here, you all would 
do something about it* 



I have enough faith in my God and my country, 
I think such radical programs should be stopped. 



questions - 



Thank you and I would appreciate an answer to my 




1 am 









CN 



' s' 







irv . ♦ * 



*w£: . 

& 

m.-. 






f 

i 



X) 

1 ~Hr. Farr 



. W • 

■-5* I 



leO-ffiM '\X>\ 



April 17, 1961 





1 have received your letter dated April 7 V 
1961, with its kind comments and the interest which 
prompted your communicating with me is indeed 
appreciated. 

^ * 

/ 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal “»1 
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning any individual, organization w 
or publication. 1 am sure you will understand the ^ 
necessity for this policy and will not infer that 
our files do or do not contain the information you 
desire. I am. therefore, precluded from furnishing 
the specific information which you requested. 

In view of your interest in the internal 
security of the United States, I am enclosing some 
literature which you may wish to read. 



i r 



mailed az 

APR 1 7 1961 

COMM-FM 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Bufiles contain no identifiable references to 
correspondent. The National Council of the Churches of 
Christ has not been investigated by the Bureau. We have 
kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist 1 arty (CP) 
to infiltrate it through our over-all investigation of 
the CHJSa It does not appear that the policies of this 
organization are being dictated by the 6l>. (100-50S69) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
correspondent: 

■God and Country or Communism* 

■Breaking the Communist Spell # 

■One Nat ion* s Response to Communism" . , 

"The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 



- 2 - 




¥ * 





J* Edgar Hoover 
Director of the F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C* 



* 



Dear Mr* 



Hoover: 



• 




We need your help* By we, I mean a group of business people here in 
southern Missouri Who are trying to inform people of this area concerning 
the threat of Communism. Our efforts include films and lectures one week 
a month as well as a radio program three days a week over a local radio 
station* 



II 

II 



Vtiat we need more than anything else is proof of Communist activity in 
Missouri and Arkansas* Some of our efforts have met opposition by 
••un- named sources". Who belittle our efforts* 

If you could furnish information^ on the Rational Council of _ Chu rches . 
the World Council of Churches, known Communists in This area, und"0LlS5* 
matters pertinent to this area it would help a great deal* 



interest is being aroused and we can use all the information available 
from your organization on this serious threat to our freedom* 

/ 

lhank you for your time and consideration* 



Yours with great respect. 
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April 17, U61 




Dear^mm 

Tour letter of April 10, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write Is 
appreciated. 

T 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do 
not have data in our files relating to your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAILED 31 

APR 17 1961 

fjOUM-FW __ 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 1] 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) / «•' ~gr) • 

4-61 LEB Introduction / J QJ * / 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 y \ ^ ' xfv 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality I 

Series from Christianity Today <4^^ tji/!* 1 

One nation's Response to Communism ^ ^ |\r 

^NOTE: No record could be located Bunles identifiable^ th correspondent.' 
'y The National Council of Churches of Christ (NC?CC) 'includes in its members 
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Tw. ftao._ZI ^ the leadinc 



>testant churches in the countqrv^ Vsnouf i critics of the 
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NOTE CONTINUED Council, without access to factual data to 

support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled 
or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. 
(100-50869) 
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4-10-61 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Sir as a Christian I am very much concerned about my 
freedom of Worship and my freedom in a nation that has been 
free indeed , but now I wonder for how long, according to wh at 
I^hear about the Communists in our churches aixraational 
Council of Churches therefore would you please send as much 
information off UH3 vital question as you can as I want to do all 
that I possibly can to protect all of our freedoms with the Hp 
of God I know it can be done but God and God alone can save 
us and give us victory over our enemys for by God Grace We 
will stand firm if We as Nation return to Him and let Bim lead 
us. Thanks so Much 

t 
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April 14 9 1941 




Dear 

Your letter dated March 31* 1961, has 
been received and the interest which prompted yoar 
communicating with me is indeed appreciated* 

Your desire tp know more about the 
organizations referred to in.your letter is under* 
standable; however, I trust you can appreciate nr 
inability to be of assistance in this regard* Ine 
prescribed functions of the FBI as an investigative 
agency do not permit this Bureau to draw conclusions 
nor make evaluations concerning the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual* 

< *° Communism is, as you are aware, a menace 

to the .free world; and I agree that the churches of 
•ur country are one of our greatest defenses against 
this danger* 



MAILED 31 

APR £41961 

r 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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wnrrE on YELLOW; 

Baf lies contain no identifiable references 
to correspondent* It is believed that in this 
instance to send literature to correspondent could 
give her the impression that her church is infiltrated 
or influenced by subversive elements* The above 
answer* therefore* appears to be most helpful to «er 
and at the same time in the Bureau's best interests* 

For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen* 
to the effect that the National Council of Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although we have never- conducted an investigation of 
the NCCC, as such, we have kept “breast of the efforts 
of the Communist farty, USA (CPUSA) to infiltrate 
this organisation through our over-all investigations 
of the CPUSA and communist efforts to infiltrate 
mass- type organizations* It does not aprearfron 
the information we have developed that the CPUSA 
is dictating the policies of the Watodgr. 
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31 March, 1961 

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
feshington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover, 



More and m>re it is being said by colunnists, commentators, 
conservative publications, and persona connected with 
anitcommunist organizations, that the-^ Nation a l C ouncil of 
Churches. is a pink, communist- inf iltrated organization. 
Being both a political conservative and an active layvoman 
in one of the member denominations of the National Council, 
I am quite disturbed by these accusations* 

Will you please tell me if the NCC is classified in the 



sympathizing, or what* 

I'd like to know, also, -4f you see any danger signals 
pointing to conmunistic leanings within the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ). It is within the 



framework of this church that I am involved in the progr 
of Christian Education and Leadership Training, which I 
believe to be the single greatest bulwark against 



Communism. I would want to do My part toward stopping 
the filtering of any subversive ideas into this dynamic 
area of My church* 

Are ail the "anti-communist* organizations constructive? 
Or do they actually aid conmunism by looking for it in 
everything, and particularly by undermining persons' 
confidence in the church? 

Please understand my genuine concern in this matter, and 
my search for the truth. I certainly will appreciate 
your straightforward reply* 

Sincerely, 
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April 13, 1961 






Balaam 

Caarad «. 
DoLam* 




Dear 



Your letter of April 6, 1961, has been received. 



_a rl 9n i 1 would like to be of service, the FBI is GC 

f^in^h “ ^vestigative of the Federal Government and* . 

Jf *“*5’ doe * “ ot a f ke evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the*“ 

Ira^th°T 1 inte8rit y ? f organization, publication or individual. 
I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in 

this connection either that we do or that we do not have datoto oZr 
files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. W 

ml - K1 , **•!" ot interest, I am enclosing material 

f ° r g 2? eral distributl on by this Bureau on the subject of * 

hssj*" 18 no charge for ***** - « 



MAILED SI 

APR 141961 

COMM-FBJ ' 



Sincerely yours, 

J. tdgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 









Enclosures (5) 4 / 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

k J Introduction 4-61 LEB / // / ft 1/ | / 

-T==Z Director^ ^cJUqfria-eO l/ { a. Jipr 

Series From Christianity Today / JVW*\“ 

r* Communism: Tfc^Bitter Enemy; j^f Religion 

£Et it##*?* “>• kcVthabnany individuals associated with 

New Standard Revised Version^ of .the Holy Bible have been affiliated with 

■ communist front organization in th* past. 

DCL:mb ll/ in' "^-(KOte continued on next pace) , 

■^APRigS] 1 ^”' 0 t 







NOTE (continued) 

The National Council of Churches of Christ' (NCCC) includes 
in its membership , the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their assertions 
have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of 
course, not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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4 - 6-61 



J Edigar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

o 

Dear Sin I would like information on the National Council of Churches- 
Are some of their high officials Subversive or Communists? Didnt a few 

years back when the NCC met 4n III. they invited Comm mist Clergy from 

, / 

Russia and elected them in some of their high offices? Do you have 
records etc whether some of the N. CC. assisted in translating the new 
standard Revised Versions of the Bible --if so would Uke their names etc- 
Any charge for this information let me know- as I want to be sure concerning 
the NCC- They are working in Okla. 



Thanking you 
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April IS, 1061 



'C«U**i , 



<%-es 



Tour letter postmarked April 7, 19C1, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

< 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that /I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAiixnss 

APR 13 1961 

. COMM-FW 



Sincerely yours. 



J. Edgar Hoover 
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Communist niision and Democratic Reality 
God and Country o£ Communism? 

Communist Target- -Touth *>; I * 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
y One Nation's Response to Communism 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable In Buflles. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches In the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of. course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50860) 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. ' 

Dear F. B. I. Agent. 

# 

Herb. Filbrick spoke at Bismarck N. Dak. on 
april 5. I was in attendence. I was unable to asked a question in mind, 
because time would not allow. So I would like to asked you the question. 

The^ National co uncil of churches has been critized bv 
anticommunists. What is your bpinfon bn this? How can we be 
informed. 



Yours Sincerely 
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I have received your letter dated 
April 7, 1961, and the interest which pronpted 
your comnuni eating with we is indeed appreciated* 






Calls! 

Comd. 



Cvwm. 



Tcvtl . 
Tractor 



While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and -responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Governnent, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or consents concerning organizations, publications 
or individuals. I an sure you will understand 
the necessity for this policy and will not infer 
that our files do or do not contain the inforaation 

? ou desire. In line with this policy, I an precluded^ ► ss 
ron furnishing the percentages you requested, nor j w 
can I conment on the affiliations of church organ izat&eta. _ 



n 



In view of your interest in the internal 
security of the United States and in accordance with 
your request, I an enclosing sone literature^which 
1 trust will be helpful to you. 



S 
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Sincerely youi^, ^ 

■?y 



J. Edgar HQ^/er 
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NOTE ON YELLOW; 



Bufiles contain no identifiable 
references to correspondent* 



. . The National Council of the Churches of 

Christ has not been investigated bv this Bureau* 
We have kept abreast of efforts of the Communist 
Party (CP) to infiltrate it througu our over-all 
investigation of the CP USA. It does not appear 
that the policies of this organization are being 
dictated by the CP* (100-50869) ^ 



The following 
the correspondent: 



literature was sent 



to 



!• !£P e Nation**' Response to Communism," 
r , . . •• -The Communist Menace: Red Goals and 

Christian Ideals." 

3* "God and Country or Coman ism?" 

4. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 
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April 7, 1961 



Mr. Hoover; 



like to have some information concerning 
communist workings. Some of us want to know what to ** 
look for and some people don't believe the communist 

/i ? re ??* thi £ k as they are * Some J ust scc * not to care. 

/I Any literature you can send to us would be very much 

1 appreciated. Some ouestions I'd like to ask you and 
want an answer to if possible please. How much 
percentage Communist^re there in our U. S. and what 
// percentage communist is Illinois. (I am ficom Illinois- 
,,sou th part) AU. if v° u tell .e lf th^ Nat onel 
|l£aan^^fCJwpthfik is infiltrated with communist. 

* ‘jnderstand they are. Our church is in that Council 

£ 2 d hiL W 2 I rics * e y er y nuch. I don't know whether 
we have any communist in are immediate area or not. All 
I know is I n not/one. I am trying my best to live 
the way my Savior wants me to. Also I would like 

/ te iJ " e) What churches are not in that 

I hat ional Council of Churches. Again, Mr Hoover, I 

!. 1 . ke *? ny liter *ture you could send me concerning 
g u f stion s concerning other material you think 
would help me. I'd like to pass some of it out. 

Thank you very much. * 

Respectfully 7 ^ 
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tommltom. I toSS 66 «* «^Unce in combatin g 
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TomSi^^ 
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conclusions as to the etomwf f 8 .* 7 ’, ?° 8S “°* “»** evaluation a, dra»£ 
Publication or °f « toy orcaSfi*®*"" 



Publication or m)?'*'* 7 * *>* f" 

maintained as contldentlal and avaStoW E ^ 1 ? n 1“ to * fU * s 01 “^Btooau to 
«»to a regulation oi *“ctol use to co££tt£, 

^..., , , ; , jr „ _ Sincerely yours, + \ 

‘NOi 4> Befir *“ |L J * Etfsar Hoover - X? \\ 

...tt-Briaea^nUto^^ - ^ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 



Pag* S 



March 29, 1961 



Collins will be anxious to know of any recoonendatlons that you would Ilka to uk, 
to our Association and to the Individual a tat Iona throughout the United States. 




Enclosures 



CC: Governor Leroy Collins, President 
RATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS 
1771 N Street, R. V, 

Washington 6, D. C* 
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2 Anti-Red Films 
lo Aid Crusade 

|Revision piu* Hew Show To 
Pwh Rflht Into Every 
State In Union 
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rand 

j [vised on i/il/bl th&l they had no 

towiedge or suspects as to who might have sent Instant eards 
but would immediately forward any similar cards to this 
office and furnish any names of suspects that Blight come 
to their attention. 



In view of the fact the USA has declined prosecution 

( and in the absence of any suspects in captioned matter, no 
further inquiry is being made rebtlve to this matter at this 
time UACB. (o Abmev tv thp ccA/rK**y Tns 60/leAu.) 
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UN7.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OP .wSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU 07 INVESTIGATION ^ 

12th Floor, 1114 Commerce Street 
Dellas 2, Texas 
April 3, 1961 



Honorable William B. West IZZ 
United States Attorney 
Northern District of Texas 
Fort Worth, Texas 



Attention x 



William B. Smith 

Assistant united States Attorney 



Dear Sir: 



POST CARDS FROM "J. EDOAR 
HOOVER" ALIB01N0 COMMUNIST 
AFFILIATION BY MEMBERS OF 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST, DALLAS, TRIAS 
IMPERSONATION 



11 confirm conversation had by Special Agent 
with Assistant United States Attorney 



on March 






had been rece 
Church, 

Church 

which post IBRS Were identical in nature as 
were all dated March 18, 1961 at Dallas, Texas. The post 
cards stated "The National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S. A. officially sponsored the Revised Standard version 
of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served on JHis proJect, 

30 have been affiliated with pro- Communist fronts, projects, ana 

publications. - j. Edgar Hoover" 

' Mr. Smith was of the opinion that this did not 
come under the prevue of the impersonation statute and stated 
he would decline any prosecutive action. 



Tory truly yours. 



2-Addressee 
/ l .Bureau 
^1-Dallas 
VEDjsah 



CURTIS 0. UENUM 
Special Agent in 
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April 11, 1981 
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Dear 

Tour letter of April 6, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. Your 
concern regarding the menace of communism Is Indeed understand- 
able. I want to you for your kind comments. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or 
Integrity of any organization, publication or Individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer In this connection 
either that we do or that We do not have data In our files relating tft 
your Inquiry. I have not endorsed the organization In question, o 



subject of communism 



MAILED. 31 

APR 1 2 1961 

COMM'FBI 



Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the gen3?^ 
m unis m which may be of Interest. UD 5 ^ 

s 

Sincerely yours, gp\ u } / » S 

—t J. Edgar Hoovec W aa? o JL 



I d 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Communist Target- Youth T»ll " 

Expose of Soviet Espionage ■ o T iff 

17th National Convention L 3-60 LEB In*o. \ b 1 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiablp wuh 
correspondent. Although correspondent lists "P O nn k 

ZlT’ n ° " Umber U 8h0Wn > 



^ccc^as "TS £VT rr r *-5- 5M2£ 

CommunlS Par?^ m tte •“«*■ <* £ 
our over-all Investigation of the CP iiSA**.^ 0rganlxaHon through 
infiltrate inass-troe or^zaSorf ’ » 2^’ “ d . c0mmunl6t eH°«to to 

tion we have dev^p^ ttot tte CP nsl ? ^ f^ ear from tte toforma- 
the NCCC today C “ USA > te «ctating the policies of 




TRUE COPY 



April 6, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I know that you are a very busy man and I thank 
God that we have men such as you working in our country’s behalf 
However could you kindly take enough time to answer a few 
questions for me? I have just returned from annual conference 
of the Woman’s Socie ~ ~ ' '* 

There I learned fro 



that there is a move on by some 
etr actors, as she called them, to discredit 6 undermine 

ion ni ro r"** 41 She passed out literature prepared 

by the National Council in defense of the Council entitled "The Truth 
about the National Council of Churches" etc and ask us to read them 
carefully and go back 6 start talking against those who would destroy 
the church. Our church does not give to the interdenominational fund 
nor do we think that they Are completely innocent in all their activities. 

The pamphlet denies that it, the Council, ever had a Communist 
Party Member or sympathizer among its officers or staff or its 
executives. It says that every one of these devoted church members 
is deeply loyal to his country. We were told at conference that 
Mr. Hoover endorses the National Council of Churches, what better 
reccomandation could the council have t h a n an endorsement by the 
FBI Chief himself— they said. Mr. Hoover I have read articles 
contrary to this statement many times. For instance I read that you 
said that the communist tactic is to get clergymen or laymen to 
sign communist sponsored petitions which (illegible) communist objectives 
while cleverly hiding the communist inspiration. We believe that the 
National Council of Churches is working toward a one world, cooperative, 
non-profit socialistic brotherhood and if I am wrong in my thinking God 
knows I would want to be the first to acknowledge it. So Mr. Hoover since 
you are a man in the position to know please send me some information 
on this matter. Js the Council being infiltrated by communists and j\ 
communi st sympathizers? Is it trying to discredit you it the FBI? — 

Is it In favor of defeat of the Bricker Amendment? And is it truejhat^ __ 






At** A* A* SI— 



they have recommended on the subject of the U. S. subordenation to 
the will of the United Nations? And did they submit a resolution 
against the showing of the film ’’operation abolition” ? 

#> Mr. Hoover I am the spiritual Life Leader of my 

church and I believe that Christianity emphasizes individualism and 

the infinite importance of the individual, not the government, nor 

the masses but the individual. I am to make a report of the 

annual conference to the Woman’s Society of Christian Service Monday 

April 17tti_ and I am very much disturbed over some things I heard 

from different speakers froxq. high positions in our church body. I 

would appreciate very much an answer to this letter before the 17th 

if it is at all possible Mr. Hoover. I love the church but I am dedicated 

first pf all to/P%hristian and to be a Christian is .to watch or weH or. 
pray for those wolves in sneeps clothing t tut would crucify my Christ 

anew. 

1 Yours truly, 



’€ 



i /w - 






* 



April 11, 1901 




Tour letter 1 " of March 30, 1961, has been ^ 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations nor draw con- 
clusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help 
you and hope that you will not infer in this connection either 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAILED 31 

APR 111961 

COMM-FB1 



Sincerely yours, 

j. Edgar Hoover 
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Christianity Today Series 
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SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Letter to 



NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifteble In Buttles. The Bureau Isa 
•MkihiotAii on investigation of theTJational Cou ncil rfC h mctelg. 



not conducted an investigation of theTjatigaa l Council of C P urCfte fl. JV 
Christ, but we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party 
tolnf titrate the organization. It does not appear that the CP is taking 
the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50860) 





March 30, 1061 



QJV 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The Church Women’s organization, of which I 
am a member (Christian Women’s Fellowship) has asked me 
to be an information Chairman to 'find the actual facts concerning 
the %ational Council of Churches . Our Church, Disciples of 
Christ, belongs to this National group. Recently there has been 
a great deal of confusion, and some heated discussions, because 
of the Un-American Activities Committee Report of the Summer 
1960 which states that ^'many leaders in the National Council of 
Churches have Communist organization memberships." Some of 
our members do not accept the statements in the Un-American 
Activities Committee Report. They will accept information from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation as accurate. 

We are most anxious to be fair and honest. We do 
not want to falsely accuse anyone. But we do not want iion 
infiltration into our Church. 



S', 



ii 



Will you please send me any information and data a .j 
an the National Council of Churches which I may use to inform 
members of our organization? 



i 



Thank you for your assistance. We need it badly. 

Sincerely, 



r 

, 4 . 
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f fist «rf»k } * ave received your letter of March 31. 

f^lW^I^M?H^ 08U^e, uadldo appreciate the thought- 
*“* Prompted you to communicate with 
me on this occasion. wlu * 

\ 

... _ f or y<ta- Information, similar literature ' 

•>“ been previously brou^t” 

JSSKSi* F “- “ C0ur8e ’ 1 tave «*■* ■>» •-•« 

S _ , ^ VS&nk*** 

-In* « 4 o«rm «« Knciose^ art" several items setting forth 
riewa on communism wh^fcjqu Alght like tohanT 

APR* 61961st ^ N a«ere^oura. Q 

coMM-pBt T V^VvJ. 4r. ^ 

; “Enclosures (5) ^ Homme § t* £ 

c^J 0 ? ?S °? To n «** Communism $ f /§£, 

[ v (V Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality r > r» 

Eapose of Soviet Espionage gfe> 

1 - Tbllftc _ /a\ W ^ 
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g S T* — r*r .< V 3 ~ Dallas - Enclosures (2) 

^ “ Miy Rosen - Enclosures (I 

SEE NOTE NEXT £AGK 




KcCc.'.M.'. -1 

CIL TELETYPE umr I I \JLX^ ^ 

f Jp -^yJAN 2 .1961" 




V * 



# 



* V 






wM&tJU jrw 






•** •**» iimsmmmt'w.w-t* ■■ •••;-*»< 



ffl 









March 31, l? 6 l 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation -^, 4 '* 



Mr. fiJ 



Washington, D. C, : 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 



.** • i — =** ’ 

* W 



I Just thought you would be interested in What 
I received in the nail with your name on it, ^ 
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pie National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A. officially sponsored the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of 
the 95 persons who served on this project 
30 have been affiliated with pro-Cowuinist 
fronts, projects, and publications. 

- J* Bdgar Hoover 

/ao -S'o 

" . ^OSORB _ 
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UNITED STATES 



Mem or a?, 




to : Mr. DeL 



FROM 



o 



date: 4-3-61 



JuL 2 



«./, ' <4 6&'J) //;_ 

subject: POST CARDS FROM "J. EDGAR lioOYER" c: 

£*£,^1?? COMMUNIST AFFILIATION BY MEMBERS OF L.: 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST v* 

DALLAS, TEXAS * \ 







•X 

YeW 






,, , Reference is made to my attached memorandum of 3-28-61 

h=^f I®’ J W “ ch ^fleeted that several ministers in Dallas, ’ 

wSSf !, de ^ tiCa if° St cards > Postmarked 3-18-61 at Dallas, 

which contained the following typewritten statement: 

0 T 

’TheTJational CouncU_of6hurches of Christ in the 

V-Jr SiVv c i? y s P° nsored Revised Standard Version 
M the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served on this project 
30 have been affiliated with pro-Communist fronts, projects, 
and publications. ~ J » 

/ 

- J. Edgar Hoover*’ 

1 It was recommended and approved that SAC. Dallas he 

Attn™ ** letter ° f 3 ’ 29 - 61 to Present this matter to tte United States 
^°™* y “ d *° conduct an impersonation investigation for the purpose of 

and admonishing the person who sent these post cards. tommroviMr 
I2? S recommendation, the Director noted: "Yes. It is dastardly " wnmnB 

ta ?l™ cted ** “ SAC Letter be prepared since these post 
I cards will probably show up elsewhere. ^ 1 

RECOMMENDATION: 




be approved. 



Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Parsons 
1 - Mr. Belmont i 

1 - Mr. Mai , 

\\ 






r 

That the attached SAC Letter regarding captioned matter 

HECrU } -fa 

/& 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 

RE: Post Cards From "J. Edgar Hoover" NCCC, Dallas, Teas 



OBSERVATIONS: 



• r 

■ mA _, . .. . „ K J« noted that the Document Section of the FBI Laboratory has 

advised that the typing on the attached post card was made by a Royal tvnewritAr 
Cutertnry elite style of type. This type was first tnt^L* ta^u^ mP 
and, according to Royal is "designed to add dignity and distinction to executtVe’ 

Canterhay elite type can be used on standard, portahle 



^ihD 



\ R is / elt ***** ****® matter should be presented to the U. S. Attorney 

alias to determine if this constitutes a violation of the Impersonation Statute 7 
Dallas Office be Instructed to institute an impersonation investigation 

toese* post'cards. °* ^ admonishing the person «ho prepared ud sent 



RECOMMENDATION: 




rD>ll in**- 11-13-SM 



Transmit the following in 



AIRTEL 



FBI 

Date: 3/23/61 

PLAIN TEXT 

(Type ia pla i n text or coda) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of MaiUmf) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, DALLAS (62-Nev) 

POSTCARD FROM "J. EDGAR HOOVER' 
ALLEGING COMMUNIST AFFILIATION 
MEMBERS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



p>. , /-/ 

‘dj) 



On 3/23/61, the minister of the 

exas, and the assistant pastor 
Church, Dallas, Texas, made available 
ards received by them postmarked in 

Texas 3/18/61. 



The content of the postcards is as follows: 

(j) 

•The Na t ionaJL-Counc il_of_Chur ches of Christ in 
the U. S. A* officially sponsored "the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who served 
on this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro- 
Co mm u n ist fronts, projects, and publications. 

**- J. Edgar Hoover" 

Enclose^^or_the_&ireau^s_a postcard received by 

Church, Dallas, Texas. 

p 

The Bureau is requested to advise if any similar ,/ 
postcards have appeared in other parts of the country and what < 
action to date has been taken concerning this matter. Dallas 
•ill keep the Bureau advised of any similar literature appearis 
in this area and no action will be taken pending receipt of 
above requested information* from the Bureau. . j y a 

/c&- 5# Mc>! 

p j ^UCL03UR£ ATTACHE!} ^7P IDir i 

SJ- Bureau (AM)(8D) (Eaq. 1) ^ 1961 



, Special Agent in Charge* a AV^ 

C C • WicR . - M tV V>^ % 







Dear 

. _ . 1 have received your letter dated March 18. 1961. 

and the interest which prompted your communicating with me 
is appreciated. 

_ Jt is always gratifying to receive letters from 

those who demonstrate an awareness of the problems facing ^ ^ 
tjiis country and a sincere desire to prepare themselves to o y 
meet the cccmunist challenge to our freedoms. The film. " 

Operation Abolition." has been sponsored and distributed *5 ^ 

■ by the Conan it tee on Un-American Activities. United StatcsCDj? a. 



5 I, ? u ? e J of Representatives, and the FBI had no connection ^ * 
with its preparation. For your infomation. the jurisdictidh 3 
f and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing 9 
1 evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrsy ^ 
8 °f individual, organization or publication. In keeping * 

I Vl Til tine fiAl irv T a*****^^ a. 1 . i _ . • " w 



i 9 ? 



*s» 

e 

* 



with tl» is 
film nor" 



policy, therefore. I cannot comment on this 
the organizations mentioned in your letter. 

You may be interested, however, in reading the 
pamphlet entitled "Communist Target - Youth" whi 



ji — v ^ Mvwwf va | au AwaaillK vW 

.vj enclosed; pamphlet entitled "Communist Target - Youth" which 

“ ■ contains- my report to the Committee on Un-American Activities 

Mr.Totoon — f® ncc ™ng tl!§; disturbance in San Francisco. California, in 
Mr. iu^onnection with the hearing of this Committee. 



Mr. Belmonte v « *** a ^ 

Mr. Callahan— _ * ®^?lso mac losing 'sme material concerning the 

Mr. ceormd .mena ce of cam^isii. ^available for general distribution by 
! Sr E^ A " the KI » which Bay of interest to-you.-'*- 

Mr. I- , «Z / >t > *£ . t.'L • _ 



Enclosnr * s - 5 

Mil. Uuntlf A 



= xi. t* 



AT\ n.t- /?»»-•» JJ 




*'* aSincerelJr jow^j 
'3. Edgar Hp^rver 
SEE NOTE . PAGE TOO, 

• * ... il L J_ 
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- The Natl 

has not been i lives 

^wS^si£ z SM?\^7 S »' S **!««•. 

•f this organization %&&&, 
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1. 


*'i '* ’ 




- 4 • 

“r * 

vf*. * 


2. 


f\r! 


3. 


1 • 


4. 



9 — VVIBfcit MU1 

S ' jy b?«er. fo^ ^* Religion*, 



2 - 



TkUE COPY 






Dear Sir: - 



1 “ !2iJ in 5 y° u , 1 ° - 

/t^hvo uu tu v* 



f i »WW M f y 

w ? s "Twentieth Century Kefenoation • Coliinw 
Information 6 authentic? * 0t * C 4 d6pendable? ls ^ ~ 






as a Christian? RWSrScfiCI CoUDc11 of <*»"•**■ 

Are they playing_ r into the hands of the Communists? 

Are some of their leaders communists 

Abolition’ 1 * y °" recooend the showing of the film ’Operation 

. I need to know the answer to these auestinn« 

because of a controversity which has cose up q stlons 

Sincerely 
/a/ 





lotion* -3f/ 



«cC<» 



ft APR 11 1961 






I KM/ 



u 






jlJdMiJ* TSUU 



Ctu(su&'4 A n a* # A^te^y* 

dsi( #uy j^y^y 



* 7 W+ ? x e 

y^yr^C jP AM^ 0 



4 *r* 






fyj 



^ ~^zr 7 t*"r~ 

i+r,'Z~*'*-tv ^UcitJ**- ^^■y< 










DEC- 75 



IP 



IOC '508 (pC/ - 5?3 



torch JO, 1M1 a 




V • 




Dear 



which nPrt B -n»-J° ttr * etter °* Marc ^ 20 has bees received, and the interest 
vauch prompted your communication is appreciated. 



fftr _ 1 ^ ould lUte to be of service to you relative tfydhr deiir 

aaencv^to^J^™!? 11 ^ toC gp ? up ] w discussed, the FBI i/an*lnVgst^v 
*f dera i Government and does not make evaluations or draw 
t c fr “ 81 ? S " to toe ^^er or integrity of any oi^Sc^wW^^o, 
fcV 1 regre J x c«nnot accede to your request and hope thafyou*wiirtot 

^\'^^„^*K- C ° nneC V“. e ‘ U ‘ er dole* have daU toWS.. - 

"i ' r *^arding the organization about which you inquired. « ** . 



to light of the foregoing, you may be assured neither t hap 

tS^^l Ifc^ 6 0f Bureau 1148 made any statement of the type you 

***** ttade atatements several times about the a»*g p r t B 0 f 
munist-Party to infiltrate our religious institutions since efforts are 
Pr0gra “ ° f ****** *° aU mass-type o*S«s 

L^lih^r^ a °** *,■* book, "Masters of Dedfcv* from Aw local 
ic library, and on pages 324 through 326, you will find thiS/^attermore 

scuued. In addit i on , I am enclosing a reprint fef my stqta&ent before 

^5 0tt8e J: 0 ^“ itte ® 00 ®n -American Activities on March 26, el £47. Page 12 
this publication contains another comment of mine regard^ religion/* ^ 

kZl * *• raassuring to hear from citizens who 

. °f the problems facing this country, and I trust that I have ben 

7°W veations. Please acce^my thanks 



Twvel 

Ttvtim 

»X. Sul liven 
Tele. Vteow . 



Jt Enclosure. Statement before HCUA on March J6 1947 ” 

''•v t* I I ^e-,^ — 1 — 1 ..ta «ren uo, IVS 7 . 



An m,UA an March 26 IQi 

Cma4y ■62'A^ f T°f TtLETYPC owtCIJ a/ w # 

- . **■ •» f - Enclosure^ SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE. 
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IS$ Hjf stiff 





fllavuk 2D t !<j6l 



flU. J. (dgtui Hoovt*. |/f 

Federal Buneau of Dnvenii gnixon 
Wanhington D, Q, 

Dean flU. Hoove*: 

* 0 have, been in a nunben. of chunchen during ihepanif^ 

nevenaJL week* whene niatementn^ wene att ri Jbu t e d io you ihat the. 
Naiianal Qmcil of Quiac/l of Quint in Amenica io eiiheA a 
Qjwmunini inn pined onganiyaiion on nenven on a Qxnnunini fnoni 
an dih ai iin deadend one wade up of (pmnuninin inn pined i n di vi d* • 

f/oun name in uned in ihinconneciian with, people one 
an n o riated utilh ike Qjuaiii. ftidenn and oihen oega ni jpiio nn ihoi 
one. necking io dincnedii ike uonk of ihe Naiianal Qunctl of 
Quoichen, f 

Such, niaienenin ihai you one nupponedio have made ift- 
ihe pani one uned io indiie ihe Naiianal (ouncilaf Q uoic h en yj 
an being, pno •fled, and on ihe banin of ihin, chwtchen in oua ft 
Ohio Bapttini Convention one bing ueged io leave oua Aweniean pV 
Bapiini Convention ninae we one affi l ia ied wiih ihe National M 
Qmcil of Quuchea, even an in yauA own fe enbyt e ri a n QuiecfuiA 

3i uouLd be of teemendoun annchtance and help io ifej 
Quine of Quini hene among oua Anenixan Ba pt i n in in Ofua if 
you would be no kind and gnaci au n an io innue a clean cut IjLl 
and fonihught n iaien eni an io wheihen oa not in y>uA kn owled g e^ 
ihe NaiianaJL Qunctl of Quvuhen of Quint in A ne nic n . in eiiheA 



m 

'S9* 



fUani oA^f^piimn^^i^0er^ 

ATO1119W flddtlt- 



X 



%■) IWR 22 




« * 

P°9* 2 








I JmdeAahip of the National (ouncil of Qumchea la coamu niatlc 
In tenaia of youn oun knowledge, oa of the evidence tint kae beet 
pro duc e d by the F B 3. 



Vou one centainly in a position to twve muck infotaur 
lion oa to change a made by one fajoA Bmde, Da. QxaL flldhtine, 
and many othena who oeek penaLatently and penauaaively to die- 
CAodit the witneaa fon ^eeua QjxAiat of the National Council of 
Qhwichee and thoae onganiptione that wonk within the feJUowihip 
and fnaneuonk of ooopenative Qinietionity in the National 
(ouncil of Quuichea. 

Thanking you {oa yoan neply and with ki nUet peneoml 
neganda and beet weaken, 0 an 



I *4-471 («•*. 1-17-40) 



UNITED STATES OC ^ -CENT 

Memoranuum 



pi t 

17 



The Director 



fltoM N. P. Callahan 



T % ‘ 

OATS: 



subject: The Congressional Record 



| Pnges A2201-A2192. Cflasmcnn Utt, <B) California, utctdid f 

111 remarks to lodadi as article from the Garden Gmi Neva written by I 

Gamed G. Campbell. Mr. Utt pointed oat that "This article coat lets of 1 

excerpts from a sermon by the Ke reread Robert Seedier, wuo Las been one of 
the MUtaadfog opponents of communis® la a y district. It with the position 
takes by ttafejllflad_tOBttcU BLCfaEches and reflects the thinking, I am sore, of 
n great majority o t the members of the Protestant faith whose churches are 
affiliated with the National Connell of Churches.” II is stated in the article 
"The outcry of Vedas* was raised today by a harden Grore minister the 

-National C onncil of Churches to which Ui own congregation belongs. • • • Bat 
toon, ho said, he learned the Congress of the United States heard evidence that 
the National Connell published n reading Unt recea&muUag books authored by 
£ oumnalst*. - • - V. hen J. Edgar poorer gave his warning 4 months ago, I 

Retailor declared, *1 began to girt the warning voices a fair hearing. *" 1 



l<ro -£’oJ 69 - 

NOV A. : D^L* 

lul S€! 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record lotfh (LRCti- £ $. /7f>/ wa * r * vi * w » d 00(1 pertinent items were 
marked far the Directpr's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a ctpy srffde original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Jp mw^ease or subject matter files. 
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Original filed In: 



( 



ft: 






i 



-V\“ . 






M 1 



-v* ; 

rJ ; 



(l : 



iaStl 



ftr. J. Irwiaailler, president 
Nitlonl Connell if tb Cbmlwi e f drift 
475 Blrerslde Drive 
New York 27, New York 

Bello Mr. Mlllon 



April 7, 1961 

) 

)'UX^~ JL 

tT^ 



Thank yon very anefe for joar letter of Merck 26. Ie it yea state, "It weald sees 
tkat If tke Salat Pael Ckaeber ia to be eat 1 rely fair la tie wetter, yea sheald 
want te cowplle a dottier giving both aidet of the Ittee, at tke Natleaal Coaaeil 
kat dose.** 1 weald like te eoaacat oa that atateoaati 

Me kave aot oaly ooaplled taeh iaferaatlea, bat we have placed It la the kaada ef 
all ladlvldoalt atlag ear cepiet of "Operation Abolition." Farther, wo have eea- 
daeted tea hoar tralalag aettleat for theta ladlvldaalt ea all faett portal alag 
to tke file, both pro aad coa . 



At to the Info 
terlea a qaetti 



tloa gathered by the Nbtloaal Coaaeil, we feel there are 
that thoald be posed la respect te It. 



For exaaplet Why was to wash eaphatlt (10 pages) placed oa tke views ef 
(Professor Jobs t. Searle, rather thaa ea the report of J. Edgar Hoover? Mr, 
Hoover, aa Head of the Federal Bareaa of Investigation, weald be la a each better 
potltiea to iavestlgate the lacldeat thaa aay iadlvldaal iaelediag Professor Searl< 
aad yet ealy eae paragraph free his report was iacladed ia the Natioaal Coaaeil 
iaferaatlea. 



Xt weald also be Interesting te kaow why the last paragraph, aad tke west laportaa 
eae, froa aa eye witaess report by a grasp of adalsters who witaossod tho lacldeat 
was deleted froa tho Natioaal Coaaeil Iaferaatlea. 

While aot doabtlag tho alacerlty of the National (jsaacll actloa, wo feel tho perse 
responsible for preparing "Soae Facts Aad Soae CoMasts" failed tho Coaaeil by aot 
asking a fair representation of all tho facts. Mo fool they failed to hood the 
Natioaal Coaaeil *o ewa words ef presenting ... "the views of responsible persons 
pro aad cea." The oad resalt, Aad Soae Coaaeats", la a biased report 

,( tk. iHM. V fi£C-a / <n> ' SD ¥ <0 ? ~ 

Yko General Board ahoald not be condensed for Its actloa. If we ware te place 
ear selves la its position, • that of not being thorongkly faalllar d th ay 
divergent views, aad wore te be h coded "Soae Facto Aad Sena Coaaeats ~, as, no 
deabt, weald kave voted as tke General Board did. j|p|( 11 190. 

MO feel tke persons responsible for preparing tkla doewat failed 
Beard la act waking a fair representation ef all the facts. Mo fool they foiled 
becaase they ^iot take the tlae aor expend the energy accessary la asking a 



I At* 



V 




/,i\ r. ,rrrtn ,r,T 






O *»aiT. mi 



Hr. J. Inrfa Hill 








rapart of thla aatara. Ha faal t Uj fatlad beeaaae iom af lltit ladlrldaala 
at lent, a»rt panaaa with preeoacelaed Idaaa abaat what weald ba laeladad la 
«ba report i or persoaa will preceaeeived Idaaa abaat tha aatlva laaldaat. 

*• lMl 9roap af aa-ateed tadlrl dealt aat aalj failed their reapoaalhl 11 t» 
to tba Gaaaral Board aad 70a aa Pretideat, bat ta tha aatlaatad 40 ailllaa Protoa 

Jg-** N#tUatl C€MeU eUlM •• tkra^ruIaa^ra^tMtm” 1 * 1 



Aa a Proteataat, 1 faal thaaa ladlrldaala failed n, 

Staeerelj, 




/ 



April 5, 1061 
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Tour letter of March 27, 1061, has been § «§ 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
I®* ^U1 aot infer in tills connection either that we do or 

we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
.Inquiry. 

I know of no source to whom you might write. 
Enclosed is material concerning the general subject of 



/ ___ concerning we general subject of 

* communism Including a list of organizations which have been 
cited by the Department of Justice pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 



** t a ** iw .t> 
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Sincerely yours, 

3* Edgar Koowr 
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ti X. 

Tele. 



Enclosures (5) (Liste 
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nee J*g>TE next page 
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Enclosures 

Ust of Subversive Organizations 
God and Country or Communism? 

J 1 * Bltter E »emy of Religion 
17th National Convention, CPUSA ft 3-60 LEB Intro 
Series from "Christianity T oday * 1 



^ c t e ^^^^atae^t N ** l0OU 

this ot^ti.^^ 

the policies of the NCCC today!^£-»8$? “ <UctaUn « 
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Your letter dated March 23, 1961, has been received. 



Although I would like to be of service, I am to 

answer your specific inquiries 6ince information in FBI «ieg is 
confidential and available for official use only, pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. Please do not infer, however, in this 
connection either that we do or do not have data In our files alone the 
lines you suggested. / * 




Enclosed is material available for general distribution 
by this Bureau on the subject of communism, and 1 am Including in 
the data forwarded a copy of " Communist Target— Youth, " which 
relates to the highly organized tactics of the Communist Party In 
the California demonstrations against the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 



w 
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The thought prompting your writing me Is very much < 
appreciated, and I hope that the reprints being sent will offer suggestions 
as to how you can help combat subversive influences In our society todays 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovat 



Enclosures (S) -t ,‘j 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






What You Can Do To Fight Cct piy utis 
Director's speech lO-l&jfiOL J®* 




HOW to Beat Co m muni ^*D 

»-c. mu« . t-j Communist Target— Youth 

«^ "*** ' ' Series from " ChristiaDhToda/' 

1 Correspondent is not Identifiable to Butties. For a number cf 
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NOTE CONTINUED: years allegations have been made by a number 
of people including some clergymen to the effect that the National 
Council of Churches of Christ has been infiltrated by communists. 
Although we have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC ns 
such, we have kept abreast of the efforts to infiltrate mmn 

zsxsxs 

today. * USA * 18 ® c ^ting the policies of the NCCC 
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TRUE copy 




March 23, 1961 



Dear Sir: 



I am alarmed at the amount of Communist influence 
which is shown in our government offices, our churches, and the 
general public. / ' • 



If you have information concerning the infiltration 
of this "disease" of Communism which is sweeping the world 
would you please send some to me. Iam especially interested In 
how it is working in th ^National Council of Chu rchy and also In 
the student riots in San Francisco. 




6 / 




/ r.C. 




I»i«*rSf4k>i*wTi. 
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Enclosures 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction 6 17th National Convention, CPUSA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

NOTE: Bufiles c ontain no derogatory information regarding 

o was given an autographed copy of 

, in response to Jones to DeLoach memo of 

ed 'Au tographed Copy of "Masters of Deceit" For 
This was in response to a request from 
ormer AS AC Adrian Meyer, who EOD 7-6-36 and retired 7-31-60. 




March 22 , 1961 



Mr . J . Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



»rt ; na 



Abolition.** 



who until last year was with y 
is now an ^associate of nine with the 

recently read a repor 
y group concerning "Operation 



H© felt that you would be interested in reading this jf 
report and as such I an enclosing a copy for vour 1 

records. / 1 

As I an vitally interested in the subject of Anti- 1 

Communism ^particularly as it relates to the/National U 

Coung il pf Ch u rr . hfu? , I would appreciate any into rnat ion U ' 
which is not classified that you night pass on to ne uL 

xn the future. Jl 

Needless to say I have nothing but admiration for the 
outstanding work that you have done through the years 
xn the service of our country and it is ny personal 
hope that you will be able to continue in your present 
posxtion for many years. 

Tours very truly, V / / 1 
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^ ^ tb# a aajnar on "The Christian Besponsibllity for 

WSftE&. aabjacti but «ppr«el»tlnt tb»t oar aUo jJ*^3a*S?»rt» 

S it to b. lSla«»*d 17 «7 —*•<** — ««*• 



own perg onal fanily# tho two 
Prssbjterlan Church# 
^j^Mtdng both ao a 



I slab to state In advance that outaido of 
things I bold moat dear ™ ■? 
fullr appreciate In regard to tho latter that 
oongregation and as an active Bldsr# 

loaders of tho H»C*C* 

•4 ♦v.+ « 4 m t tiove road Bigar C. Bundy’s bock, aColleotiTian In the CtarAee.' 

Bines that tins I Java book is nest of the documentation 

I personally ee early 30*a to the lata Id 1 ** During this period 

££%£ of our .111.. Mr «*«- *«*» b. 

considered in that light* 

. .. .. .. irr.i.inmlm and the latloaal Connell of CtarAes* ddeh 

X have road tha article •ConmmijB _anc xdb T flad in the 

sSsxsi s=^ sc 

■Christian Anti«Con*mlan Cfruaade#* 

1 115 years the only porooo I f •^tjt oould t w eiyono vho lo interest# 

C Jx* -nr Pr.aM.at. fit ^iJLr^nSTJfflc. — *t^> 

VcZ iStni- -c-™** *»*•* - ^ - r -"* 4 U •"* 



I . .IMlbl ». ».C.O. or Cborch., o f >*« g— STTc' 

LS^tff y « 0?-M«t W thi W . 

they are probably all very nd againet Comanin* 

_ itMVtin* la concerned, that As V.C.C*, 

I do charge that as far aa <^a»U« Ab^lon aa^^ of Cb|rAl|| individuala 

SiWS-^S^s: 2%?cT ^ 



tha irlaona Broadcaster pnblidvad by tha Ariaona 
February 6, 1961 atataai 



Cornell of CfaurohM dated 



Uborl 7 Bollatla. Tolw f, fc*b«r 2, bml Booo*« Ji» w. 
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*T!» purpos* of the fila is to ooovlnoe tho pobllo that the student deaonst 
tions (and by Inference, ell otter demands for abolition of tbe CoedUee) 
uere Communist inspired and Comuxdst led** ' 



Sa this particular issue of the Religious Liberty Bulletin* the editor nans 
quotations tx ron *The Reporter* dated BoveAber ?U, I960 and mitten by Paul Jacobs 
totry and prose that the student demonstrations were not Oomnist insp ired nor 
Conoiit IaU 



I would like to examine each of tho quotations submitted by the editor of tho 
Religious Liberty BAUetin and than present an answer to each one In the or der 
(iwan* 



!• "Ware these student demonstrations Comniet inspired and Coemniet ledt* 



ARSWSRi According to J • Edgar Hoar or they were# On page fc of Me report* 
•Coesnunist Target - Youth,* he eta test 

•It is vitally important to set the record straight on the extent to 
which tho CooBunieta were responsible for the disgraoeful and riotous 
conditions which prevailed during the JCOk hearings* It is vitally 
important that not only the students inrolved in that incident, but Also 
students throughout the Ration when Oonundsts hop e to xcplolt in 
situations, recognise the Coaem'st tactics whioh resulted In whet at- 
psrlenced Vast Coast observers familiar with Comoniet strategy sad 
tactics bar# termed the aoet successful Goamnlst coup to occ ur In tho 
San ftwneieoo area in 2$ pears* 

/ • 

Ihs Canonist attack on the BCUA In San Pranoieeo was in the with o 
longstanding party sin to destroy not only tbe HCQ A, but also the Senate 
Internal Security Aibooanittee end every other *eneay* seeking to mpoee 
tho threat which C rennl at activities represent to the lntoraal eectrtty 
of this Ration** w 

2* "The fila Itself opens without any of the usual oredits** 



AISnERi When the various ambers of the Gonlttee ware introduced in the film 
there wee no question in mr nind as to who was putting on tho fila* 

3* "instead. Congressman Valter launches immediately into the min thane of tte 
picture, which la to Biggest that the dmonetretions ware Cornual at inspired** 
•••Id the attespt to prove this assertion, both the narration end the way the 
fila olipe were edited deliberately distort s nunber of facts* Pop exa mple, 
separate sequences have been run togetter***«to give the Impression of mob 
notion, end the fila shows students displaying defiance after police warnings, 
although actually the demonstration ooo ur ed at e ooxolotoly different tine and 
the police use of fire hoses on the studmte is justified on the basis of tt» 
slaia that the, students attempted to rush polios barricades imide the City 



A lmo st every nmepaper article In print and every movie picture we see 
is edited* There were errors hers sad it has been steittsd* Tbs 
imortant thing aa far as ov young people are eonoamad is "Wes there 
a riot and was it Cooaolst inspired?* Hoover eaye Yes to both* Ch^ 
page 8 of Hr* Hoover's Report he states! 



AHSWERt 



■With the tension growing, the Inert table happened. Violence flared that 
afternoon. One of the judges in a Municipal oourtrooa in City Ball entered 
the nob dispersed because the noise nade it lnposslbls for hla to hold oourt. 
W>en an attempt was nade to carry out the order, the croifd responded by 
throwing shoes and jostling the off leers. An offioer warned tint fire hoses wc 
here to be used if the crowd did not disperse, but the crowd, ins tiga t ed by thi 
Oosnmnists who had naneurered thensalres Into strategic positions, booms nos e 
unruly. 

One of the demonstrators provided the eparic that touched off the flans of 
violence. Leaning a barricade that had been erected, he grabbed an officer’s 
night stick and began beating the offioer over the heed, the nob surged for* 
ward as if to storn ths doors, end s Police Inspector ordered the fire hoes 
turned on.* 

Ju "After the riots were over, the Sheriff of San Francisco said, There was 
no act of physical aggression on the part of the students.** 

AHSWKHi This is s lie end for this stateaent to bs permitted to appear in a 
publication issued by the Arisons Council of Churches or under the 
auspices of the V.C.C. to Influence ths nlnisters in their gniit****** 
of their congregation destroys' any faith I nay have had in the Arisons 
Council of Churches or tho V.C.C. Xt is oertalnly son than 

Bundy's book entitled ■Collectivism la ths Churches.* 



The Eav. Elbert 8. Korford of 1$ Bast 1st Avenue, Mesa, Arisons, wrote to tho 
Sheriff end naked hla if he made such a statement. Z bare a verlfax copy of 
the Sheriff's reply on the letterhead of "Office of The Sheriff" which states 
in full i 

VDoar Bertrand Morfordi * 

Zn response to your lattor, I an foruardlag a copy of a recant series af 
artielse which appeared in one of our leading daily newspapers. . 

I hsvs no somest to offer 1 b regard to tho f 11a, *0psrstioa Abolition.* 

As to ths alleged quotations ascribed to ae as to "physios! aggression an tho 
port of ths students," I did not ask# such a statement. 

Careful reading of the mdoaed import will answer your questions. X heps 
it will bs of some value to you* 



* 



o 



$• "Sixty eight (66) students v«n arrested at the tine of tha rioti MM( 
ohargoa wero dlealssed against all but oaa.... At that tin evidence trm 
tba full nia record nay indicate who was really responsible for the rioleno 
ea Hay 13th • tha etudente or the police t" 

. * 

AMRZ&t Hr* Hoover answers this on Page 3 of his report! 



"Particularly unfortunate la the fact that oaxy youth and stuknt 
Croups in our Nation today are totally unaware ef tha extent to which 
they can be victiniaad end exploited by the Conunlsta. the aad proof 
nf this feet was nowhere more apparent than in Municipal court in San 
ftomcloeo on June 1, I960, when Judge Albert A* Axelrod riot 

charges against 62 ef the persons arrested is s result of the m>b rlo- 
lence which erupted during demonstrations protesting the hearings i 
that city by tbs House Coanittse on tJn-Anaricau Aotivitles (HCUA). My 
12-11*, I960* ' ^ 



Jufoe p ointed out that there were arplc grounds for conviction in tl 
weea lnvolvim the 62 defendants , nost or whoa were colli* t- a 
but ho added that the damxlants were, for the nost part, 'oloan-cut 
Anerican college students* who could well be haunted for the rest of tbi 
lives by the stigra which s opnrletion would attach to then*" 

let ns again look «t the subject Bulletin* It carries the following paragraph* 
"HOTEt The Religious liberty Bulletin la e newsletter ef the Department of 
Religious Liberty of the Ha ti anal Cowail of the Churches of Christ In the V v 8*A< 
Zt is designed to furnish factual end up-to-date information on currant events 
with implications for religious liberty, civil liberty, church-state and inter* 
faith relations." Shis paragraph continues on in effect that nothing bars is to 
be oonotrued as reflecting the attitudes or position ef the H.C.C... •reporting 
end interpretation are wholly the responsibility ef the editor* 

Zt oust be vary distorting to 322 nlidsters in tbs Y£lqr ef the Sun when tte 
realise that they indicated their approval ef the operating procedures of the 
ff*C*C* by signing "Ms Believe," only to learn that one of the Department's ef 
the H.C.C. used lies to indicate- the stand that they Aould take in regards to 
■Operation Abolition* ■ 

The leaders of the H.C.C* can still point with pride to the feet that the 1*0*0* 
is "Lilly White* but they and their operating prooeduree certainly the 

rug out fron under 122 sinister* in this area* 

Zn the sane Bulletin nd*r the beading "Troodon ef Association" we find this 
quotation by the editors 

"To judge by the. sell that reach as this offloa, there ia presently sere 
peril in the authentic slssion of tha ofauroh fron perversion by ardmt 
•anti-Cowuniota" (like ae) than by tha few (10,000 - 15*000) rsMinlrv 
Comniate (in thia country). 



X personally vendor if the editor of this Bulletin ever heard of the 600 Killian 
Chinese that our Country turned over to tho^agrarian reformers." Z vender if 
he ever heard of the Rape of Tibet, the Rebellion in H u n tf c y , the oecxpatlon of 
Alb a nia , Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Iatvia, Lithuania, Boland, CsechoaXonJde, 
Bunania and tho Ukraine... ••• Z Just vondsr. -r- 

Vhen Z ssv "Operation Abolition" and the scene in the Court Boon with the atodmt 
and the Ceramists singing the Star Spangled Banner vith all the eonteapt the/ 
eould get in their voices, my thoughts vent beck to World war II. Every third 
mn that served in our Subrarlnos during World War U vas killed In action. X 
vatchod nearly one hundred prisoners of var die. Did thaso non die Just to pend, 
a group to ridicule our Star Spangled Baaaorf 

Why can f t our religious leaders step their play on words and get down to the 
facts of life. The Coeaounists are fighting for keeps* 

Daring the recent Anti-Ccnrmniaa Sehodl, Capt. B. R. Barnes, U. 8. levy Retired, 
an ordained Methodist Minister, stated "Tho ainleters of this country should be 
the ones to lead this Antl-Conaauilsa Crusade" • Instead of fighting it. 
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cation or individual. I regret that I on unship tn Kai. 

8*^JK\?8 h tofer J D ms 

the^ubj ect 8 of'your Mj? 1,1 0ur fil ” 

f Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

encral subject of coocuniso which stay be of interest 

towriZF* 0 * ** self -* dd ™***> stL&°U2iZg% . 

Sincerely yours, 

U* Edgar Hoovar 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures _ 

Correspondent's enclosed self-addressed 

god and Country or Communism? * stamped envelope 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 

One fiat ion s Response to Communism 

& i£* T 

k: ;r s 

t the CP, USI, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 
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mail noon □ teletype imrr 1 — I 



-2 - 






/OO-S'O? <e 

March 31, 1061 




been received, audl rau to fri 961 ' ^ encIosiff «i has 

work being done by thisBurea^ 7 f your comme nts about the 



Government and. agency * tte Federal 

relative to the characte r «™toations or comment, 

organization, Informal!™ ^ to<UT}<ta»l. pabUcatlon or 

Justice!* £ "f uUtl0n8 01 DepartaS* 

* - - -■saw.* • 

on the general ^tye'cT * * *“ * nCl °* in ® • om * “»*«*•» 




Sincerely yours, 

A* Edgar Hoomt 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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God and Country or Co mmunis m 
Communist Target — Youth 

J? ltteT Enen >y af Rellglon ' 

CftH«^.'?^r?? ,Ve,lUon * !»»«>. 3-60 LEB 
Christianity T qgay S eries 
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NDTE: Bullies contain nothing derogatory regardingflHi and limited 

^fK^r C ?i rre 1 JC S nden fi e ** Bureau has never conductSHin Investigation 
“ the N ational Council of Churches of Chri st (NCCC) but we have kept breast 

of the eflorts of the Communist Party, USA to infiltrate this organization. 

Krrr^l ? Ppear 1 th ?IL the CPU ? A 18 Policies of thf NCCC today. 

NCCC formerly known as the Federal Council of Churches. It has been 

brought to the Bureau's attention that several individuals associated with 
revision of the Bible have been connected with communist front groups. 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover 
Washington 25 
D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover 



tho Pwin-ai n ^, e ^f *£ rea * deal these days about communists in 
the Federal Counsel of Churches. Is there a chanc e fop mp tn ha 

enlightened on this matter? Who Is George iSHSSHt wL he one of 
the men employed on the work of the (New Bible) Standard Relied * 
Version? I am a Christian and belong to the German Branch of The 
C»^r ChUrCh * ^ the-re any, of the Heads ^ Coronal 



We had quite a fuss in Seattle about the Film strio 
Con^unlsm on Wy Ninel, Two (92) proffessors pasted against 
^ Could I get a list of thes? men. I hope I can make good use rfthT 



- . . 1 cer tainly want to say thank you Mr. Hoover for the 
wonderful job you are doing. We need you . 

Sincerely - 
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1 have received your letter dated March 16 1 ' 
1961. with its kind consents, and the interest f ; 

which pronpted your coaounicatiug with ae is ^ 

appreciated* 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Governnent, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or cozments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, organization or publication* 1 
^ ensure you will understand the necessity for this 
policy and will not infer that our files do or do 
t^ot£coptain the inforaation you desire* 

^ <?C3 In view of your interest in the internal 

security of the United States, I an enclosing soae 
H texture which you nay wish to read* 

3 : «c 

Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoobe 
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Bufiles contain no identifiable references 
to correspondent. 

. . ,^Tbe National Council of the Churches of 

Christ (NCCC) has not been investigated by this Bureau, 
he have kept abreast of efforts of the Communist 
Party (CP) to infiltrate it through our over-all 
investigation of the CPUSA. It does not appear that 
the policies of this organization are being dictated 
by the CP. (100-50869) 




The following items of literature were sent * 
to correspondent: 

1. "One Nation's Response to Comm tin ism" 

2. "Communist Target-Youth" 

3. "The Communists Are After Our Minds” 

4. "God and Country or Communism?" 

5. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion" 

Correspondent did not furnish sufficient 
identifying data concerning the "N.R.T." to be abie 
to locate any references to it in our files. 
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lor, 

ptjBh,,*/. 

How can I git material to prove to the 



Dear t’Bl: 

1, “: * * — " »— - ■ov«iai iu prove to 

Methodist Blister her# that Communists are in 
the {, Counc 1 1 of Churchs^That they were authors 
! f i ? u f • reducules me when I 

it is true^TTnow he is a Democrat 4 
a Harvard man. 

I need a letter from you so I can 
sell it to my friends. 



II 

, * • 

II ,L W o ls ? " at « r } al to prove that Communists 
1 1 N# R. T« &nd in collc^fiSt 

We want proof so we can start high 
school classes against Communism. 

Thanks for the work u are doing. 

Sincerely 

/s/| 
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■•c. uun by communists. Although we have never conducted an investigation V/ 

^"nzZTi-v^l See next page. / ,, *• 
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Dear 



Tour letter of March 22, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI Is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to your inquiry. / 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 






MAR 3 1 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

It Edgar UoowflC 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



ft 



Enclosures (5) 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 ' . 

Communist Target — Youth II 

Expose of Soviet Espionage a 

Wife National Convention 6 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Z One Nation's Response To Communism ~ 

Z could be located in BufUes identifiable with 

— correspondent. For a number of years allegations have been made 

— by a number of people including some clergymen to the effect that 

— the National Council of the Churches of Christ has been infiltrated 
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See next page. 
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of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of the efforts of th* 
to infiltrate mass -type organizations. It does not aoDear from 
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irch 22, 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirs, 

Q „ 1 been r ®iding a good deal about the 

being Communistic. I 

waUd like to know If you have any material to this effect 
and If so would you please send it to me? 



Sincerely yours, 
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- March 30, 1961 
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Your letter was received on March 24, 1961, and 
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 

1 r 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI- 
is strictly an invest isative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment and, as such, does not sake evaluations or comments 
relative to the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication, I hope you will not infer in 
this connection either that our files do or do not contain 
data regarding the subjects of your inquiry* - r 
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In view of your concern, I aa enclosing material 
regarding the general subject of communism. 



MAILED T 

MAR 3 O’ 1961 

COMM»Wl 



Sincerely yours, 
U. Idgar Boovef 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (5) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
God and Country or Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-o0 LED 
Christianity Today Series 
NOTE: Correspondent is not idem 
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Dear Sir; 



I 



March 20, 1961 




I am writing to you about an issue that has been of* -*) 
some concern to me and also to a great many others in our church) * 
I am a Sunday School teacher and the clerk of our church but I am 
I writing in no official capacity. The question is this, ’’Are some of 
I *h e high officials of the Rational Council of Church es. Co mmunis ts ? " 

1 have read quite a bit of literature put out by religious groups in our 
country, claiming this is so. Bit it is notable in their literature that 
they are constantly criticizing and never see any good. This you 

suspicious of this type of person. 



Tb en I have gotten literature from the National Council 
of Churches supposedly answering this very question. But instead of 
proving their own innocence they spend all their time pointing their 
fingers at their accusers and suggest that they are the Communists. 
This does not seem like the Christianlike thing to do and makes me 
wonder whether they might have something to hide. 



I do know this. That whether the charge is true or false 
it is weakening our churches, which would probably please the Communists. 
In our own local church we are a Congregational Christian Church (the Con- 
gregational Christian 6 Evangelical Reform are in the process of uniHnp 
to be the United Church of Christ), our denomination is a part of the N. C. 
of C. In the last two years 3 people have withdrawn their membership 
from our church because of this affiliation. There has been much 
controversy about this. I know a minister who resigned from a church 
less than five miles from here and I was told this was one of the reasons. 
Ten miles away a church was split in two and the minister resigned 6 left 
the denomination. The fact that they were a member of the National 
Cornell of Churches was a vital issue in this fight. 



And so I feel it would be better for the churches and for t he 
cointry if this could be proven one way or another. I have asked the 'Tittle 
people" and not been satisfied with their answers and so I ask you, 

Mr. Hoover. I personally do not approve all the things the National Council 
of Churches does. I feel they would be doing more of a service to God . 
and m a nkin d t>f they would spend more time converting people and 
spreading the gospel and less time delving into things of a political nature. 
But the real question is, "Are they Communists?" That is the question I 
am asking you. 



* 9 3 o ~Cp t Salc c/.* 
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TRUE copy 



We have been told that one of the communists 
to . work ^ the churches. I can believe this, «»af <»« 
of the best ways to weaken a country would be to weaken their religion 
And since Christians by their very nature are trusting, this migh t be an 
easy thing to do. Another thing which has concerned me and several 
others has been a new type of Sunday School literature recently introduced 
by our own United Church of Christ to be taught to three year o lds , with 
more to follow as they grow older. We looked this literature over In 

* T* mee ^ g teachers voted unanimously not to use It. 

, ^® Ut erature Jesus becomes an ordinary man looking nothing like the 

* « h0mC , 8 & Churches * G 00 © were the Bible stories. So alien 
tos this that some of us wondered if this might be a cleverly conspired 

5 > ““^ nis V c pl “ to " eak enthe religion in the United States ^ The editor 
erf children’s publications ofour denomination is Carolyn E/tkddard of Bost 
^rriculum Consultant is Rev. Aljpeda C?Vickery. The writer of this 
particular literature was Phoe^Anderson. I realize that you are a - ' 
very busy man and your department could not track down the suspicions 
of every person of the United States. But I am convinced this is not 
merely a local problem and could be a serious threat to our country and 

for this reason as well as my own desire for Information I take the nerve 
to write to you. 



Tours truly. 
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^^MERICAN COUNCIL 07 CHRISTIAN LAYMNN 
Kadi* on, Wisconsin 

Oentlement 
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Mr. Trottw 

Mr. V.'.OSnUh 
Tdc. JJoom__ 
Nr. Injrani 



In a latter from a local mini star which waw ^-*£- 
publlahad in tba March Slat edition of our Lebanon 
Daily New* of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, referenoe waa 
made to the printed reaulta of your investigation 
of Conmunlat affillationa by nenbera of tbe National 
Council of Churches. ' 

According to Referend Oeorge H. Riffert, of 

1516 Oak Street*! Annvllle, Pennsylvania tba 

writer of tbe articlS......the title of your *• 

publication was "BOW RED IS THE N (F) CCt*. The 
Reverend reports that your aocuaatlon of 1)10 i 0r 

connections with Conaunlstlo Front Organisations V- 
by 50 NCC Members has HOT been denied by those \JT 
whom your report disclosed. . 'L 

Is this publication in print? Is at least * !j 
one copy available? If not, where can current flj 
information of this type be secured? • 1 

As one who baa been entrusted with proper 
guidance of a segment of our youth, both in public ; I 
. education as well as In the Scouting movement and \ I 
in church work, I personally wish to be better ,*f 
informed on this critical subject. It Is true || 

that Nr. J. Edgar Hoover produced a masterpiece Sf 

in his MASTERS OF DECEIT, but even this marvellous s 
piece of research is limited in the detailed data * 
one at times desires. How can tbe average eltlsea 
accurately know which are red- tinted front organi- 
sations, as differing from basically good organi- 
sations beginning to suffer under Coamunlst infil- . 

tration? UEO « /oO 



A copy of this letter-request for information C 
Is being forwarded to Mr. Hoover's Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Washington 25, DC, In ti?e_ hope_ JP 
that their files of available literature will g Iva v 
some passible help. . « KAR Si 1961 

I * ** . • * 

Thank you for any materials and/or iafermatlenur 



‘*5 



1961 

.fitvton coov to. FBI 



Sincerely 





f 



73/0# 









March 29, 1961 






XS: 



I CbZ 

Otari^^^B 

0| 

. , _. four letter of March 22, 1861, with enclosure, t£i ^ 

oeen received, and the confidence you expressed in the FBI is indecO 
appreciated# 

~r 

’ r 

A , „ WhUe I would like to be of assistance, the FBL as 

strictly an InvesUgative agency of the Federal Government, does not 
furnish evaluations or comm e nts relative to the character or integrity 
of any individual, organization, or publication. I hope you will not 
infer either that our files do or do not contain data regarding the 
subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is material which is available for general 
distribution on the subject of communism. There is no charge for any 
material the FBI is privileged to distribute; therefore, the check vooc 
forwarded is being returned. 5 



MAR 2 9 1961 



Sincerely yours, 
•LEdgaiHoowt 



John Edgar Hoover 1 

^ Director 

EfeiMures (5) * 

. God aoufXountry or Communism . 

-^- Comm unist' Party, USA fit 

ZtL z y ■ gOmmunis^ The BitterlSnemy of Religion' 

• ctfwJL 17th Rational Convention of the Cohiinuhist Parly, USA / 

gp^Chett^ fAp 

rllir — — - NO'ms Correspondents not identifiable in Buflles. 

(Not© continued on next page) 
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f) The Bureau has never conducted In investigation of the 

Nationa l Council of Churche s of C hrist "Np££/, but we have kept abreast 
of the activities of the Communist Party, USA, to infiltrate this organization. 
It does not appear that the Communist Party, USA, distalfeg: the policies 
of the NCCC today. 






March 22, 1961 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

C/0 Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Justice Depart sent 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 









Although the writer Is signing this letter personally, we 
•re writing this for our entire family of five, in ho£es of Ob- 
taining some Information and answers to certain questions that 
have been troubling us, 

-r 

In the first place, let me state t hat our family is a rail- 

bel ? e * c J lT » th. loc«l«^^Pr.»bjt.rlaa Chore 
r fT? 8 J r f^8 1 7 antl-communlstr^lWRiter feels so 
strongly In this latter connection, that he takes the position tha 
organization that knowingly or unknowlingly takes a 
(position that corresponds with the "Communist Party ltoe*. is ac- 

• 1 f ln 8 abetting the enemy , (which the Communist Party 
I is and not merely, a polltlcal^irty). J 

addition to the above we have become Interested In Dr, 
nixxy James Hargis and his program known as Christian Crusade, 

Our questions are as follows: 

£? y°V el tb8t Programs such as Christian Crusade and Dr. 

8re wiping In the fight against Communist 
infiltration and that they do an effective Job In arousing 
people bo the danger and presence of Communism In our midst? 

(2) Are there any official government documents or reports that 
show actual Communist "leanings" or Communist front organi- 
sation connections on the part of th^Natlcnal Council of 
Churches or their officers? — 

In this latter connection, the point is that if there Is 

?£ things mentioned in Question 2, we deeply resent the 
fact that through our local church some of our money is actually 
going to the support of such an organisation, 

Me realize that asking for a persona/ drawer *^o th^^ove ^ 
may be an Imposition on you, but If this is at -all. oossible it 

»PPr ecUt#d b * 8 f8 «ilJ that la deeply "concerned 
•bout this Mitlp. uttar. E^.Jy j^ « «AR301*1 






A®!*** 







Mb. J. Edgar Hoover 



Page 2 




In closing nay we add, keep up the good work of 
out and exposing to the public eye those who seek to 
this country through subversive methods, activities, 
nlsatlons. 



searching 
undermine 
and orga- 



Tours very truly. 





P. S. We enclose $1.00 which we hope will defray the cost of any 
reports or documents In connection with the above that are 
available to thp public. 



iy,i . 



.•r.VA 



March 28, 1881 



f -3<P/ 





Tour letter of March 21, 1961, has been received, and 

I want to thank you for your giherous comments set forth therein. 

• * 

M answer to your Inquiry concerning the Committee on 
Un-American Activities, United States Bouse of Representatives, the 
Committee has as one of its primary responsibilities the recommend- “ T1 
ing of appropriate legislation regarding subversive activities to the od 
U nited States Congress, ^nd I have always felt that this Committee 
makes a contribution in its public disclosure of the forces that menace ^ 
America. Its efforts in behalf of our country naturally represent the 
reason why the venom of the American communist has been directed 
against it, as well as against the FBL 
I • 

This Bureau had no connection with the preparation of 
the Committee's film, "Operation Abolition. " As a matter of policy, 

1 am unable, therefore, to make any comment concerning it. May I 
suggest you direct your inquiry to the Committee which is located in 
Room 225, Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

Since this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
tofhe, Federal Government and does not make evaluations of organizations, 
pubUqiatfQnao? individuals, I cannot be of assistance with regard to the 
specific oifeaafeation you mentioned; however, I am enclosing a copy of 

= ^ . p t .v J 

— 1 - Los Angeles - Enclosure 1 . m\ ^ (Or / 



Tbftl . 

TVettvr 

iX. S*1M 



UNIT L_J 



1 ri ** continued 



r:'f -HEAOIHG ROOM 



my statement before the Committee dated March 26. 1647. which 
touches on communist Infiltration of our churches. You may also 
ttosire to consult pages 324 through 326 o f my book, "Masters c f 
Deceit, ** which deal with this subject In more detail. Additional 

on menace of communism is also enclosed which you 
might like to read. 7 



Sincerely yours, 

* 

i 

BLEte ttHocMif 



Enclosures (5) t 

Director's Statement of 3-26-47 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Communist Target — Youth 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

The Com m u n ist Menace: Red Goals and Christian w«aia ~ 

NOTE: No information identifiable with^flHHwas located in 
Buttles. The National Council of Churches of Christ has not been 
investigated by the Bureau. We have, however, kept abreast of the 
efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate it through our over-all 
investigation of the C ommuni st Party. R does not appear the 
policies of this organization are being dictated by the Communist 
Party. (100-50869) as of 3-7-61. 
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■arch 21, 1961 

Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 

Bear Mr, Hoovers 





This being my first word of eorrespondenee to you, psmit ns first of all to 
express ay admiration for you and your splendid work as Director of tbs IBZ. 

Z have frequently quoted press releases of your* in connection with sermons on 
Juvenile delinquency and related matters and have been grateful for your sup— 
port of the Sunday School and of* Christian teachings and Ideals la general* 

Z am writing at this time to say that at the next meeting of the Presbytery of 
Bos Angeles, in early Hay, a time is to be docketed for a discussion of 
Presbyterian Church and Communism," when at least the Bouse Coaaittee on H*» 
American Activities and their film, "Operation Abolition", will come under 
fire from certain ministerial quarters* 

Personally, X am strongly in favor of the BCUA, and Z have shown the film, 
"Operation Abolition* in ay church on a Sunday night last month, as a part 
of a brief series intended to inform and arouse our people about the com- 
munist threat to our Church and Ration. Z want to be able to defend the 
BCUA and the film with all the unimpeachable evidence Z oan obtain, and 
therefore, sir, Z am writing you to ask for the following information, if 
you oan supply its 

1* Tour judgment regarding the importance and value of tbs BCUA in 
our battle against eommlaa la America* 



( 

C 

C 

{ 



2* Tour judgment regarding the accuracy and integrity of tbe film, 
"Operation Abolition." (X believe X have read your statement to 
the effect that the S? "student riots" were eoamijnist-iaspired 
and -directed.) Za it your considered judgment that tbe film 




gives a true account of what took place and was not, as charged, 
"dlstoztdd", "slanted", or otherwise doctored up to deceive tbs 

’ 1 ~" t joc> - 

3* Baa tbe PBZ released in printed form any amteridX, wbioh yon earn 
send ma, regarding communist infiltration of churches .in ' Amarine? 

Or th Mlatlonal Council of Churc hes? (1 am (Wondering Sribgr tbe Beard 
yT . of Directors or^lA ICC, HifQy^a^ncuM recently, ^puld caution 
R the churches again at showing the film, "Operation Abolition," without 

r / explanatory comments, svidsntly designed to take tbe edge off tbe 

yy impact of the film.) 

i\ \ Thank yon for your reply to my letter, shloh X shall deeply appreciate. I/) 

<0 

.»M v Terr truly yours. 




v erwif 



March 28, 1901 



I3BZ 



* m . (co 






Tour letter of March 19, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received. 

I do appreciate your furnishing me with a copy 
of your letter to Congressman Walter, and in view of your 
Interest, I am enclosing several items with respect to the 
menace of communism which may be of assistance to you. 



Sincerely yours, 

1 EdgaiHooH* 



MAR 2 9 1961 

wvm.W _ 







Enclosures (5) * 21 

Director’s 10-18-60 speech M 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
l* 8*yl-6u LEB Intro & 17th Nat*l Convention . 

9 Corftdianity Today Series */>) 

One Nitid&s Response to Communism jt 

Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent./The National CouncL 
if 'Churches for a number of years allegations have been made by a number 
f people *fnfcluding some clergymen to the effect that the Natioafcouncl 
of Churches has been infiltrated by communists. Bureau has never 
conducted an investigation but we have kept abreafCof the efforts of die- 



ucted an investigai 
'9i8& fi») r’S', 






TELETYPE BUTT f 1 



. L: c Note continued next page 

*’• ffECElA^t-iJiUL t Atli 

Mrs l/foty ' 





Note continued. 



Communist Party, USA, to infiltrate this organization through our over-all 
investigation of the Communist Party, USA. It does not appear that the 
Communist P^ifaLig_dictating the policies of the^National Council of Churches 







Hon. Francis E. Walter f 

House Office Building J 

Washington, D. C. 

tear Sir: 

Please accept ny sincere appreciation for your continued » f fort» 
to keep our Nation free by- seeking out those that would destroy 

us. ' 

I tay. been upset by the ueny etUeto on the report, to the 
oeonle. primarily the film, on "Operation Abolition. Of 
these attacks the ones by the National Council of ® h ^* h ** h 
and the Christian Century strike close to bone, by own church 
supports the National' Council and several of our local ministers 
are influenced by the Christian Century. 

Can you enlighten me on reasons that these strong Christian 
pto £ take a stand that appears to be alaost ^o-co«unist, 

•hen they .lght .pprul»e thef.ete, yttculerly the Howr 
report on the natter, and take a stand to help protect cur 

youth? 

I know that that is a loaded question. I an interested In knee- 
ing the truth In the natter. 



Respectfully 








March 19, 1961 



TO 



i' 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. / ✓ 

Dear Sir: 

I am attaching a copy of a letter that I am sending to 
Congressman Francis E. Valter. 

/ 

I feel strongly that all God-fearing men must rise up to 
meet the Communist threat. If an organisation as big and 
as strong as thPKatlomil Council c* Churchy does not 
take a clear Inti-Communist stand, the task mill certa inly 
be more difficult. 

Can you give me or lead me to information that mill help me 
to understand this particular issue. 

Respectfully, 



c-m ( 00 - 50 * 



MAR 80 196) 



v 



MAR 22 KIM. 



FBI 
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Date: 3/22/61 



Transmit the following in 
vu - AihlSL 



PLAIN TEXT 

(Type it i plain text or coda) 

REGISTERED MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailim%) 






TO: DIRECTOR, PBI 

FROM: SIC, PHILADELPHIA (100 -HEW) 

COMMUNIST PARTI INFILTRATION 
OPERATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
POTTSTOWN, PA. 

IS - c 






on 3/21/61, Potts town. 

Pa., advised that on Monday evening, 3/20/61, Rever end J O HN " 

— JglR NIS*. Pastor of the Central Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
~?S6ehijcvllle , Pa., spoke on "The Conmmlst Threat" at a 
meeting of the United Lutheran Churchmen at St. John's 
Lutheran Church, 75 East Main Street, South Pottstown, 

Chester County, Pa. 

DZIRNIS, a Latvian, claimed he spent a year under ^ j 
Communist domination during World War II In Latvia and [ , y 

became acquainted with the Communist policies and their W- 
plans. He reportedly praised the film, "Operation Abolition"* 
sponsored by the Uh -American Activities Committee and said 
the 69 clergymen who were among the 629 persons who recently 
*7 signed a petition In the Washington Post calling for the yVl/\ 
A and of the Un-American Activities Committee were fools and fsy* 
' he was "ashamed" to call them clergymen. He added that ln(/* 
the National Counoll of Churches Is Infiltrated with (\/J / /• 

Bureau (RM) / ^ 

2 - Philadelphia (100-HEJgQ.g r . '* ” ' " “ _ i I 



MCtlao 

m 



MAR 23 1261 
•l ut 



’« ,ei 



. j Z> -L 



Approved: 




.11 Per 



Special Agent in Charge 



- 4 





IH 100 -new 



ASAC MURDO J. SMITH advised that the files of 

the FBI were confidential and available only for official 
use, and further that the FBI is strictly a fact-finding 
agency which does not draw conclusions or make evaluation 
as to the character or integrity of any organization or 
individual. He was further told that frcm the above he 
should not infer that the FBI does or does not have infor- 
mation to refute the statements of Reverend DZIRNIS. 

t / 

• 

No active investigation is being conducted in 
this matter but it will be followed and further pertinent 
information will be furnished. 

/ 



3 - 



Approved: _ 




Sent 




U Vmr 




Special Agent in Ckatge 














* 






March 24, 1961 



A l/£r-££fO>? Sll 




Dear 




Tour letter of March 16, 1961, has been 
ceived, and your Interest in^ritin^ Is appreciated. 




While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the 
character or integrity of any individual, organization or publi- 
cation. I hope you will not infer either that our files do or do 
not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 



I am enclosing material available for general 
distribution on the subject of communism, together with a list 
r Of organizations which have been cited by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. There is no charge for any 
material we are privileged to distribute. 



; * 






Sincerely yours. 



'MAILED - ?' 

MA \ Z 1 1961 

rOMM-EPf 



J. Edgar Hoowsc 



QlflL 

Ifnv. 






Enclosures (5) 

AG List of Subversive Organizations 
Communist Partv. USA 

^ t H-f V- * ,A r r |»* « 

Where do we stand today wlth M comiiitmlsm ‘in the TJJB? 

Bow to Fight Communism w 

17th National Convention ft Intro.3-l&0 LEB ,v ' a 

. - ! *r ' - I ■ • .H ^ . %>. 

GE ^ 






'•I- - 






NOTE - SEE 
SAW:jka (3) 

^s*er»rrfS , 3 
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Correspondent wrote to the Director in 1960 regardingcommunism and 
her letter was cordially acknowledged on 12-21-60. ■HBper prior 
correspondence. 

The Bureau never conducted an investigation of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) but we have kept abreast of the efforts 
of the Communist Party, OJSA (CPUSA) to infiltrate this organization. 

It does not appear that the CPUSA is dictating the policies of the NCCC 
today. 




#C 



1 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
c/o FBI. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please send me the information you may have 
on the John Birch Society. Is this a "Communist Front'* 
organization? If so, I want to know. There has been some 
Degatory remarks made abodt this society. If you have made a 
report on this please send it to me at once. 

If you have a list of the "Communist Front" 
Organizations, please send me this list and also any information 
you can of the Communist Infiltration of thPNational Council 
of Churches. — 1 » 



O 

TRUE COPY 



March 16, 1961 



Sincerely./ 




P. S. 

Mr. Hoover, if there is any charge for these reports, please let 
me know, as I have no idea of the cost of the printing. 







fa . 3 %.Z -£/ 
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March 16, 1961 



Baaoot 

KCdUhw 

iEfctkZL* 

Mr. Emu- 
Mr. Malone. 
Mr. Boom- 
Mr. Tard — 
Mr. Trotter 
Mr. W-CBal 
Tele. Boom- 
Mr. In*ram 



lb*. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ~ r 



I am often consulted with 
respect to matters involving the threat of Comaunism to our nation 
and the world. I make no pretense of being an expert on the sub- 
ject, but 1 did, of course, have some exposure to it while I was 
in the Bureau, and I £a ve a continuing interest in it. 

• 

As you well know, there is currently a lot of interest locally as 
well as nationally regarding (1) the alleged Communistic infiltra- 
tion of the^National Council of Churches and (2) the film ■■Operation 



Abolition." The possibility of such infiltration into church organi- 
sations and into our educational institutions is well recognised. 

Some of the controversial figures of the National Council of Churches 
are connected with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, / 
ay church. The National Council of Churches has asked certain quests 
tions of Congress concerning the "Abolition" film. This leaves ther— 
average citizen, which includes me, bewildered about these matters. 

We share complete confidence in the Bureau and thus, perhaps, we 
need not have any grave concern over these matters. 

• 

Tou have been quoted, and perhaps misquoted, many times by those 
who have taken it upon thm&selves to try to convince others as to 
their own conclusions based upon what they have read about these 
matters. People who fall into this category are prone to accept 
as "factual" anything they read which tends to be sensational or 
which agrees with a conclusion they have already reached. This 
type of people are perhaps well-intentioned but usually have no 
real facts upon which to base their thinking. 



«A*24 





Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
March 16, 1961 
P* 2 



k r 



If you have made any public statements with regard to (1) the Ti 

?* Churc J® 8 * (2) the film "Operation Abolition," 
or , ^ , V 1 ® General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church D.S.A. I 
would like to be furnished a copy of your remarks. I wo uld not 
expect you to make any statements in reply to this letter which 
you have not* already Bade publicly • 

With continued best wishes for your personal health, welfare and 
happiness, X sb 



Tours very truly. 




March 23, 1961 



jo* -s’&'bf 





EXlQl 



Dear 



% 



Your letter postmarked March 14, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
Is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
•: _ Individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
I.' ?*** not infer in this connection either that we do or that 

we do not have data In our files relating to the subjects of your 
Inquiry. 



C/V 
— * 

xZ 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
j&£neral subject of communism which may be of interest 




MAILED T 

V:^?, 3 1961 
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Sincerely yours 
A Edgar Hoover 



• $ 







see NOTE neat p»$£ c *^ 
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united States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25# D. C* 

Dear Sire s 

I am writing In regirds to any information you migit lave on Conmsxist 
or^nimations# fronts, magazines, etc* 

InBB Texas , ay home town, there has been quiet a disturbance 
between the John Birtch Society and the churches that belong to thfihtioml 
council of Churches of Christ* Could you give me any Information on these 
two organisations •. church affiliation is with the Lutheran Church# 

which is not affiliated with the H. C. C. Is it true that you or the 
Bouse Un-American Act ivies Committee have flies on sene of the mamebers of the 
N* C. C. listed as affiliated with Communists orgudsations? If so# 
you give ms the list* 

Z would appreciate any Information about the Communists tactics and what 
to do and watch out for to help America In this war apinst Communism* 

. \ . Sincerely# ^ , 

*n i V ^ __ 



sJs/'a***** 











c 

* 



o 




/ o-o " K b *) 
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March 24, 1961 




ijr. 



"Vi - 

m 

CO I 
H o 
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I have received your letter of March 16, 1961, 
and I appreciate your cordial remarks about my book. "Masters 
of Deceit. " 7 ' w 

While 1 do wish It were possible to be of a— 
to you In connection with your Inquiries, the Jurisdiction and 
reo pe ns ! hi U ties of the FBI do not extend to furnishing e valua ti ons or 
comments concerning the Character or Integrity of any Individual 
publication or organisation. I regret that I am unable to h elp you and 
hqpe that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or ttot 
we do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned. 

I can readily understand your deep concern over the grave 
menace posed by communism, and it is most encouraging to learn of 
your desire to be of assistance. It is my firm belief that a broad knowledge 
of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy Is essential 
If Americans are to effectively resist Its Influence. 1 have always felt 
that private citizens, acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational 
and similar orga ni za t ions constitute one of our most effective weapons 
against " 

lh view of your concern, I am forwarding, under separate 
cover, several Items on the subject of communism which you may like to 

^ . Uv .**3 <*** 

cd&jgjjAB 3^ 196 * fri H >ci Stacerely yours. 




Twvel . 
Tmm. 







jLb isai boom 




1 -D. C. Morrell 
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— USC Material (LISTED ON NEXT PAGE) w <v 

-.-a (bee not* ne& pace) 



Mr# J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, P.B.I. 
Washington D.C. 



W Mr. MohrJELS 

March 16, 1961 Mr ‘ Belmont v l_ 

t *701 Mr. Callahan „ 

Mr. OmaTZ 
Mr. Be CS m?_ 
Mr. EjK. fc/ 

Mr. Ma— 

Mr. Ttwl 
Mr. Twtt» • 
Mr. W.C ^mrm 

Min C»»*» 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been asked to give a talk to a 
loval Women’s Club on April 14, concerning 
"Communist Infiltration in The Churches", and &8 
the dangers of communism in general in the 
United States. I wrote to Congressman Page Yjy 25 
Belcher of Oklahoma in^Washington and he sent mf/^ 
the Congressional rd on the hearings of the! ft* 8 
HCUA concerning the ifational Council of Ch urched * g 
vis-vis the Air Porce Manual controversy. 1 1 * § 

In that connection, theSj^Hp Unit of | ^ 
Pro-America, of which I conJunJ^ 

txon with The A merican L egion, last week held a flAj 
showing here ingg/ggof the film "Operation V 
Abolition". Since then, I received a very “ 

critical letter from a local minister, denounc- 
ing the film, asserting it to be "doctored, mis- 
leading" and doing more harm than good to combat 
communism. 

I have read and studied quite . bit on 
communism in the U. S. . including your book A/ 

"Masters of Deceit", which I found very enlight/ /p 
ening and informative. !•» wholly in accord with 
the work of the HODA, which this minister and 

m Bn/ 3® m - — 
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others here deride and criticize. I'm trying to 
keep myself well-informed, and I can't see how I 
could he so "naive", as the minister called me 
and the Pro-America unit, dust because we happen 
to believe in the work of the F.B.I. and the HCUA. 

Iwish to do my patriotic duty as a 
citizen to combat communism in my small way, but 
I want to be sure I am going about it in the 
right way. And I certainly do not wish to inflict 
my beliefs An anyone, without first being sure 
of the facts. 

I Could you please give me the facts as 

/ to the validity of the' 7 ' accusations against the 
national Council of Churches made in the Air 
Force -Manual? In the Congressional Second the 
Honorable Donald L. Jackson states they have 
not been disproved,/ and gives the clear indica- 
tion that they are true. Do you think I have any 
reason to doubt Congressmen Jackson, F.E. Valter, 
G.H. Scherer and the other gentlemen in the 
HCUA? Also, I 'm most anxious to know if I can 
rely on the publications printed by The Circuit 
Riders and The Christian Crusade? Are they truly 
fighting communism in a legal and orthodox manner? 
Are they presenting facts? In other words do you 
approve of these publications? 

Please excuse this letter for being so 
lengkthy, and I trust you can find the time to 
give me some straightforward answers to my 
inquiries. 

Thanking you very much, I am. 



Sincerely, 
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Tour letter of March 8, 1961, has been 

received, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

• * 

* b response to your inquiry, may I advise 

2 ***** I have not issued such a statement. I have pointed 

out repeatedly and in general terms that all America 
shcxild guard against communist infiltration in many fiel ds 
, - including that of religion. Joining with various groups 

• n then either twisting them to their own purposes or 

* ' rendering them impotent through discord are basic 
maneuvers of the Communist Party. 
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Enclosed is related material which you 
may like to read. 




» * 
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Sincerely yours, 
U. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (14) 

12-22-60 Press Release 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director’s Speech of 10-18-60 

Director’s Statement before HCUA 3-26-47 

17th National Convention of CP, USA and LEB Introduction of 3-60 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

The Communists Are After Our Minrfa 

How To Fight Communism 

Communist Party, USA‘ r 

Struggle on a New Plane 

God and Country or Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

One Nation’s Response to Communism 
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March 8, 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 
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Dear 



S'# 



/ * 

Jour letter postmarked March 6, 1961. has been T 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write Is -5? 
appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of eerrlee. the FBI 
is an lnTestlgatlre agency of the Federal Goremment and. as 
meb, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, p ublicat ion or 
mdividual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope Hwf 
you will not Infer In this connection either that we do or that 
jwdonot have data In odr Hies relate to the subject of your 

Enclosed la some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

y 

•L Edgar Hoover 

John fc<$gar Hoover 
•J Director 

\$y r 
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Director’s Speech of 10-18-60 / 

The Communists Are After Our Minds _ Jj 

Sff'SS"-. AoP^fr 

see NOTE next page _ l/|| ^ » 
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Dear Mr Hoover: 



o*Ch*riQ^ 

0% _Ch S T 1 n A »ti e • o ^ 



I have been hearing and some about what is going 
on in our National Cou ncial of Churchs. Most of the churchs here 
give to this Councial but I can’t seem to make any one listen. I 
would like to have your personal letter as to whether you would 
recommend me (I can't answer for any one else) giving any money 
to an organization belonging to this Councils. 



Thank you fo? any information you can give. 

, / • 

Tour Brother in Christ 
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With reference to your lot tor of March 10, 
1961, please be advised that by order of the United 
8tates Depart sent of Justice the 1BI cannot sake 
available any intonation contained in Its files 
to other than agencies vltbln the Kxecutlve Branch 
of the United States Government. 



Tou should not • hovevor, Infer that ve do 
or do not have Information concerning the subject - j 
natter of your inquiry. 



/ 




J. F. SfifTOIAHA, JB. 

y . Special Agent la Charge 

ly'addressee a 

5? - Bureau (Crime Records) ^ 

1 - 100-0 
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Tour letter was received on March 6, 1061, and 
your interest in writing is appreciated. 



While I would like to be of assistance, this 
Bureau, as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments relative 
to the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. I hope you will not infer in this connection either . 
that our files do or do not contain data regarding the subjects 
of your inquiry. 



The FBI does not issue a list such as you men- 
tioned. You can secure a list of organizations which have been 
cited by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 
by writing to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal 
Security Division, U. 8. Department of Justice, Washington 25, . { 

D. C. You may also be interested in a booklet entitled "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications. " Although this publi- 
cation is currently out of print, you may be able to obtain a copy 



from your local library. 



Mr. ToJson 

Mr. PaTioqj 

Mr. Mobr 
Mr. Brlrnont— 
Mr. 

Mr. Cor rad . 
Mr. TV; vh 
Mr. Fnrt 
Mr. i: .* .. ~ 

Mr. R** n 

Mr. T awl 

Mr. T - * r 
Mr. T . rrJHv 
Tele. 

Mr. It ; ■ • ; .„i ... 

Miss C ;:*rfy 
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Sincerely yours 
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John Edgar Hoover ^ 

Director M 
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~~ [MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.The World Council of 

(Churches is allegedly composed of most of the Christian churches througho 

i van wor ^ except the Roman Catholic Church and certain small sects. Bull] 
'contain no identifiable information of a derogatory nature concerning this 
— | organization. Many inquiries have been received regarding communist 

! SAW: jka £ (S) 50MAR 2^^" *“* 
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:NOTE (coot*) 

Infiltration of this organization and in view of the controversial nature 
xifit, it is believed the above answer should be sent. Replies of this 
nature have been utilized in the past. 

For a number of years allegations have been made by 
a number of people to the effect that the National Council of Churches 
of Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although the 
Bureau h aH never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, we have 
kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to infiltrate this 
organization. It does not appear from the information we have 
developed that the Communist Party is dictating the policies on the 
NCCC today. ( 
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Tour letter postmarked February 27, 1661, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the Interest which prompted 
you to write Is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer In this'eonnection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 

inquiry. 

' 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 



I Sincerely yours, 

a 

row 1 .-*!* i . _ _ 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Enclosures (•) N y\ 

- 17th National Convention, CPUSA ft 9-60 LEB Introduction 
Z Communist Party, USA < is 
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Expose 



Espionage 
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| NOTE: Buttles contain no records identifiable with correspondent. 

} For a number of years allegations have been made by a number of people 
to the effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) has 
been infiltrated by communists. Although the Bureau has never conducted 
an investigation of the NCCC, we have kept abreast of the efforts of the 
Communist Party to infiltrate this organisation. It does not appear from 
the information we have developed that the Communist Party is dictatiiv 
the policies on the NCCC today. (100-50869) 
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Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Dept of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 




On Feb 24, 1961 our local paper: •The Lafayette 
Journal and Courier” carried an Associated Press story to the 
effect that th&'National Council of Churches was circulating an 
advisory to churches across the country not to show the film* 
"Operation Abolition” C 

I am in a local anti -communist study group which 
has shown this film. I believe that the communist international 
conspiracy will do everything it can to discredit it. 

To me the ; truth and validity of this film are obvious. 

So as to counter the National Council of Churche's 
advisory I would like to know whether this organization ever 
been listed as a subversive organization. Do you have any public 
information which could help us? 
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Council Hits Film ’ 

SYRACUSE. N. f. (AP>— Pint 
cstant auu orthodox leader Fri- 
day prepared an advisory to 
churches across the country not 
to show the widely circulated 
film, “Operation Abolition,** with- 
out presenting supplementary 
fads about It 



The step was authorized by the 
[National Council of Churches, 



! which voiced misgivings 
the fairness of the fill 
. It deals with student 
(tions m protest again* I hearings 
of the House committee oo un- 
American activities in Ian Fran-] 
cisco last spring, and depicts tbei 

1 « r ip/s nmt# I 



X-15 TO TRY 



t. 2.650 MPH 



ENCLC/V’T'JB . _ 

d tc/ V 




» 

\ 

i 



in 




Y' § 

> i * 

SB' w /&<> — 9 — 5 ^ • 
es.1^ 



March i?,l»6I 






Dear 

I have received your letter of March 1, 
1961, and appreciate your kind commente concerning the 
work of the FBL * 



» 



Although I would like to he able to ftfslat you, ^ 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and does not furnish comments or evaluations 
regarding the c h a racte r or integrity of any individual, publicatio n 
or organization. From this I hope you will not infer that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subjects 
of your letter. % 

In view of your interest in the subject of- 
communism I am enclosing several items which express my 
views on this topic. Your interest in my book, "Maste rs of 
Deceit," is gratifying, and although I have ho objection to your 
reproduction of it, I would suggest you communicate with 
the pu b l ish ers. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. , 363 Madison 
Avenue, Mew York 17, Mew York, for authority. 
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I Mr. Miii r 

* Mr. r .lw v. 

• Mr. CVS* !— 

« Mr. Onr*d_. _ 

\ Mr. P Vi* 

j Mr. ^ ____ 

) Mr. J*.:.; n _____ 
! Mr. 

} Mr. Ia7cl . _____ 

Mr. T ^.-r I 

i Mr. T 

i f r. 'tm ^ 

Mr. I., craia „ . T 
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Sincerely yours, 
J'^tewMoowr 

J ".LH.ll 
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fjVhat You. Can Do TQ Flight Communism 
One Nation's Response to Communism 



Communist Target— Youth 
Series from "Christianity Today 






" (SEE MOTE NEXT PAGE) 
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March 1, 1061 



Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.L 
Washington 25, D.C. 




Dear Mr Hoover; 



c 



I have in hand your book Masters of Deceit. From 
the condensed copy, I am having printed copies to distribute around 
Amhrillo. 

I I am amdous to know anything you can give me about Hie 

Nati onal Council of Churches. Also any information you may have on 
CanrMcIntire and Dr.~ Edwin Tr-Qalhberg. 

hit possible for you to tell me why nothing has been 
done about Harry Bridges since the incident^ in San Francisco. Why 
our government allows these things to continue is beyond comprehension. 



Thank yoji and your office for the fine job you have done. 



Tours truly, 
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Tour letter of March 2, 1961, has been received, 
and the Interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI la 
an investigative agency ofthe Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organisation, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do sot have data In our flies 
relating to the subjec^ of your Inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 
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Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Encloqurqs „ ; 

God and Country or Communism? 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
\ Communist Target — Youth 

.The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 



„ NOTE: (See next page) 
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NOTE: No record was located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
For a number of years allegations have been made by a number of people 
including some clergymen to the effect that th^Vinttnnai nminr-fl pf 
mmrrhPB of Christ has been infiltrated by communists. Although we 
have never conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have 
kept abreast of the efforts of die Communist Party, USA, to Infiltrate 
this organization through our over-all investigation of the Communist 
Party, USA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type orgtnlrations 
It does not appear from the information we have developed that die 
Communist Party, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 
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l£r. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D.O.' 

Dear Vr, Hoover t 

I am the minister of a eongregation of Christiana that is ooneerned 
about concainism in every place and way. We desire to be reasonable 
and as certain as possible about 'this threat. 

Would you please advise me of. your indorsation oonoerning the 
oonamist infiltration into the Afatlanal flmmeil ed inso 

far as possible and permissible. 

Thank you very kindly. 
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Z have received your letter dated 
. February 24, 1961, and the interest which prompted 
your communicating with ne is appreciated* 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and. responsibilities the FBI, 
strictly an investigative, agency of the Federal 
Government , do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
ef any individual, organization cr publication* 

I am sure you will understand the necessity for 
this policy and will not infer that we do or do 
not have in our files the inf craation you desire* 



In view of your interest in the internal * 
security of the United States, I an forwarding ocas 
literature which nay be helpful to you* 
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Sincerely yours, « 
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John Edgar Hoover^ r» 
Director - M 
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■OTB OH YELLOW: 



I Ba files contain no identifiable references to */- 

cprrespondent* Correspond ent advises she weald like sene *V 
Information about the oomunist infiltration into the churches, 
particularly the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
(BCCC)* She also requests information about Dr* B* Stanley 
Jones , Dr* Barry F* hard and Dr* Edwin Theodore Dahl berg* 

In addition, correspondent would like to know how to fight 
the "spread of com uni sa.” 



The ICCC has not been investigated by the Bureau* 
We have kept abreast of the efforts of the CP to infiltrate 
it through our over-all investigations of the CPUSA. It 
does not appear that the polcies of this organization are 
being dictated by the CP* (100-50869) 




It is believed that the material being forwarded to 
correspondent will answer her question as to hew to fight 
communism. The following items of literature were sent to tbs 
correspondent: (1) "Communist Target - Youth. " (2) Innt You Can 
Do To light Comuni sa and Preserve America," (3) ^One Button's 
■capons e to Communism," (4) "Breaking the Comunist Spell," (5) 
ncowmunlea: The Bitter mmj of Religion." : 
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Federal Bu^feu of Investigation 
•»>hln«ton, d, C. 
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Deer Slret ' 

1 an interested in setting none information on the eoamuidot 
infiltration in our ehurcbea-espeelallr th e_Matlonal Council of 
Chur Che s of Christ. Do you have anr^nformation on or eoneernlnc 
***• E St8rjJ f* f ^ :r ® ne ®» Harr y Flf W ard or Dr. Sdwln Theodor# 

era.t I would ao^re elate any information you could #iy# me 
on these men or any others. I would also like to hare any 
information y~u have on bow we can fiaht this sore ad of 
eommtnlsm. 



Thank You 
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March 6. 1961 




£(,5 




_ * iwitcu yuur ivucr posiwiihvu 

February 27, 1961, and the interest which pronpted 
your connunlcating with ne is appreciated- 



While I would like to be of assistance, the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Goveranent, do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or contents con- 
cerning the character or Integrity of any individual, 
organisation or publication. 1 an sure you will 
understand the necessity for this policy and will not 
infer that we do or do not have in our files the infor 
nation you desire. 



In view of your interest in the internal 
security of the United States and in accordance Witl& 
your request, 1 an enclosing sone literature which I<« 

trust will be helpful to you. £ g 

^ ^ Q 0 

Sincerely youiwjcn co a 







John Edgar Hoo&r 
Director 
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